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Particular CHURCHES 
no Novelty, cc. 


H E Church of God, ſince the daysof the 
Goſpel, was, and is ( according to Scrip- 
| ture-expreſſions ) cither, firſt, the whole 
' Body of Chriſt, conſiſting of all the Elect, ge the + 
as Eph.5.23. Chriſt.the head of the Church, the ip. 
Saviour of the Body, ver, 27. That be might pre- Cones: 
ſent to himſelf a Glorious Church, ver. 25. Chriſt \\ ** 
loved the Church,and gave his:ſe!f for it. So Heb. ver. 18. 
12.22,23. Tothe General Aſſembly and Church 55% i 
of the Firſt born written tn Heaven,&c, Col. 1. 18. by Tulk. 
He is the Head of the Body, the Church, &c. Dr, *"* $944: 
Carleton, ſometime Biſhop of Chicheſter , in his 
little Piece, Called, A Diret:on to know the true 
Church, p.3. faith, That the Saints before the Law, 
under the Law , and under Grace, make up the 
Body of Chriſt, or Members of the Church ; . and 
that thisis the Catholick Church. | 


AZ Or, 


(4) 

Or, Secondly, the Univerſal Viſible Church, or 
whole Viſible Body of Believers upon the whole 
Earth,at the ſame time, as Att 2,42. The Lord 

Mr. Baxter added to the Church daily, &c. So Eph. 3. 21. 
Cureok qQ) gr him be Glory in the Church by Chriſt Few 


Church- 
Pivifons, throughout all Ages. —— Or, 


pw, _ Thirdly, a particular Congregation, Society, or 
Fccl. Po Company of Profeſſors of the Faith of Jeſus Chrilt, 
lity, third uſually meeting together in one place, as one Body, 


Boot.plt"” for the participation of the ſame Ordinances, and 

Exerciſing the ſame Duty, as a Church, in Edify- 
Reywlds ing one another, Prayer, &c. Such as was the 
nas" Church in Feruſalem, ACts 11. 22. Tydings came 
with Hart, tothe Ears of the Church, which was in Jeruſalem, 
=» þ Ay and they ſent forth Barnabas and others, &c, That 
That a Bi- this was but one Congregation, is evident from At, 


Mop Or 1F. Where Paul and Barnabas and others coming 
hinm'o from Antioch to-this Church; they were received 
Over beke by the Church firſt, and then the Apoſtles and El- 
and charge ders, The Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren, the 
ofa Par. whole Multitude were preſent at the Diſcourſe of 
Churchis the Matter, and the Epiſtle wrote in the name of 
achas the whole, Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren met 
= var _ with one accord, ver. 25, Such was the 


Philippi, | 
and the urch of Antioch which was gathered together, 


ſeven Aqtts I4. 27. when Paul and Barnabas came, and * 


Churches, with whom they had Aſſembled before a whole year, 


Atts 11.26, And were afterwards gathered toge- 
ther to receive and hear the Epiſtle, As 15. 30. 
Such were the Churches which the Apoſtles viſited, 
and ordained E'ders in, Ads 14. 23. for they did 
it by ſuffrage. Likewiſe the Church in Corinth, 


1 Cor. 1,2. Unto the Churchof God in Corinth : 


Theſe met in one place, 1 Cor.5. 1 Cor. 11.18. 
28, 23. Cap. 14, 23, So the Church at Cenchres, 


neap's 
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(5) 
near Corimth, And Mr, Srilling fleet quotes Paremus 
in Rom, 16, for this, that the Church of Corinth _— p 
did meet ſometimes at Cenchrea, becauſe of the vi- 40, 41.47 
olence of their Enemies in Corinth, Therefore alſo 58, 59. 
when the Apoltles ſpake any where of the Aſſem- Eithop 
blies, or Socictics of Belicvers in any one Country, keply $i 
they call them not a Church,in the ſingular Number 1, ding. 
,or the Church of ſuch a Country or Ile, but Chur- p. 239. 
ches, as of many in the ſame Country ; as in Fudeaz 
AMacedonia,Galatia, Aſia,1 Theſ.2.14. 2 Cor.8.1, 
18. 23,24, Gal, 1.2.22. The Holy Ghoſt men- 
tions ſeven Churches by name in 4/:a, Rev. 1, 4. * 
Ch. 2. Ch. 3.--- And as to this, the ſame Biſhop 
C-rleton, inthe ſame Book, p. 2. ſaith, That par- 
ticular Churches are viſible Aſſemblies, cc. and 
Governed by divers viſible heads, and proves it by 
Gregory, Lib, 4. Epiſt. 3.-- 
A fourth Church, in Scripture-Phraſe, cannot be 
found (fincethe time that all in every Nation which 
fear God are accepted, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Atts 10. 
34, 35- ) Such as National, Provincial , Synodi- 
cal, &c. We read not in Scripture, nor in any 
Church-Hiſtory for many years after Chriſt, of any 
Church , diſtin&t from theſe Deſcriptions before 
iven, 
: Now, it is to be preſumed, that there are none 
who will affirm;that the firſt of theſe three Churches 
could poſſibly meet together, or do any Act, as a 
Church, cither in chooſing Officers, determining 
Controverſies, Ordering things indifferent to Edih- 
cation, giving Interpretations of Scriptures, par- 
taking of Ordinances, and caſting out of Offenders, 
&c. Or that ever any ſuch Power was derived 
down from Chriſt upon them, as a Church ſo to 
do ; or that he cver intended this Church, when he 
A3 directs 
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(6) 
direQs any thing tobe done by the Church as ſuch ; 
becauſe of the utter impoſſibility of- their perform- 
ance thereof, as a Church, part of which being al- 
ready fallen aſleep, and part not yet born. 

Alfo it may be concluded, as tothe ſecond Church 
above deſcribed, that it is utterly impoſſible they 
ſhould at any time meet together as a Church in one 
Body. to agree upon, conſent unto, Act, or Order 
any thing ( according to the power given to the 
Churches, as above) joyntly as ſuch a Church ; or 
partake of Ordinances joyntly as ſuch. Nay, it's 
improbable, if not impoſſble, that in their Repre- 
ſentative, this Church ſhould mcet, and put them- 
ſelves into a capacity, to Act as a Church in any of 


the things to be done by a Church as ſuch. Nay, 


was there ever any ſuch meeting of this Church ? 
None as can be found in Story. Or, if this were 
poſſible, where have we Authority of Scripture or 
Primitive Practice, to juſtihe ſuch a Company of 
Repreſentatives, to call themſelves a Church in this 
ſence, and to take to themſelves the Power of the 
whole Church given to her by Jcſus Chriſt, and to 
call their Acts the Acts of the Church ? And it 


would be ſtrange for any to affirm, that Chriſt hath 


put the Power ( as to the Exccution of it ) intothe 
hands of a Body that can never poſſibly be able to 
Execute the Power derived upon. 

If any number of Men would colourably make 
themſelves the Churches Repreſentative : It is ne- 
cefſary they ſhould be choſen by the whole, and 
fome one at leaſt for every particular Church, Body, 
Society, or Congregation throughout the World ; 
as the Meſſengers of the Churches were choſen by 
the Churches, or elſe how in any tolerable ſenſe, 


can they be ſaid to be the Church, in either of the | 
two firlt Deſcriptions? = And | 
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(7) 
And then ſurely it will follow, That all the Pow- 
| er that by the Scripture is placed in the Church of 
God, as ſuch, (as to the Execution thereof) ' is:de- 
rived upon the particular Churches, Societies, or 
| Congregations for the management of Church-mat- 
| ters within themſelves, as to Meeting, the Order- 
ing of Circumſtances of Worſhip, caſting out of 
Offenders, chooſing Officers, Ordering things in- 
different, &c, according to the Laws of Chriſt 
given us in Precept, or Example of Scripture, and 
practice of pureſt times ; and the determination of 
theſe things is given to each Church, the ſame:Pow- 


er by the ſame Rule. The Afagdeburg: Divines, Sinzuls 


Cent. 2. Cap.7. Col. 134, 135. Says, Thatevery Eccleſie | 
parem ha- 
bebant, 

KC. 


Church hatha like Power of Teaching Gods Word, 
Adminiſtring Sacraments, Excommunicating and 
abſolving Sinners, of calling and chooſing her /Mi- 
nilters, and for juſt cauſe again to depoſe them, to 


Exerciſe the Ceremonies received from the Apo- * 


ſtles; and alſo ( for the cauſe of Edification) ap» 
point New ones, this they prove by many Authors. 
And Biſhop Fewel, in his Epiſtle to the Council of 
Trent, agrees to this in theſe words; We know 
(ſaith he there ) that the Spirit of God is not tyed 
to places, nor to numbers of Men; tell it to the 
Church, faith Chriſt; not to the whole Church 
ſpread over the whole Earth (faith the Biſhop) but 
to a particular Church, which may eaſily meet mn 
one place. Whereſoever ( ſaith Chritt ) two or 
three are cathered together in my Name, there 1 
am in the midſt of them. When Paul ( faith the 
Biſhop) would Reform the Church of Corinth and 


a general Conncil, but only wrote to them, Tnat 
'wnat error ſoever , or Vice was among{t them, 
A 4. them- 


Mr, Vines 
pon the 
Sacra» 
the Galatians, he did not command them-to.expeCct ment, p. 


1609, 


agrees 


this, 


(8) 
theniſclves' ſhould preſently cut it off, Z/if. Concil. 
Trident. p. $60. Engliſh Tranſlation. And in the 
ſame Council it was alledged againſt Epiſcopal Af- 


Naz. ad ſemblies, out of Gregory Nazzanz. That Conten- 


Procop. tion hath been always increaſed by Epiſcopal Afſ- 
Epiſt. 42. ſemblies. The ſame Hiſt. Lib. 7. p. 706. 

That theſe particular Churches or Societies were 
made upof Profcſſing Believers, Voluntarily joyn- 
ing themſelves together, and that it was each Be- 
lievers Liberty to joyn himſelf to what Society , 
Church, or Number of Chriſtians he pleaſed, or 
was molt convenient for him : And that it was the 
Churches power to admit ſuch who deſired ſo to 
joyn unto them : And that this Liberty continued 

os tn. particular Churches and Chriſtians many hun- 
Rtice#up. dred years, we think r.one candeny; if they do, 
bardin let them ſhew a Preſident Authoritative againlt it, 
the Caſe Thus it was in the beginning; The Diſciples were 


' berween | 11, gether in Solomons Porch, and «if thereſt durſt 


Colt. and , 
the Bith, 770 man to joyn himſelf to them, but the People mag- 


of oe med them, Acts 5.12,13. So Aits 9. 26. Saul 
tryand aſſayed to joyn himſef with the Church in Jeruſa- 
LiBpckd, = who Ms rats about him, ne. him, 
Nothing of any Law of God, or the Church in thoſe 
days, nor in ſome Agesafter,to confine Men to joyn 
themſelves to, or continue with this or that particu- 
lar Church or Socicty, or to this or that Church 
ſo and ſo formed and Governed, No, nor can we 
find any ſuch Law made by any of the firſt Chriltt- 
an Emperors, but ſtill leit free. It was thus alledg- 
ed at the Council of Trenr, That the Diviſion of 
Pariſhes was firit made by the People, whena cer- 
tain number of inhabitants, having reccived the 
Faith, built a Temple for the Exerciſe of their Re- 
Iigion, hireda Prieſt, and did conſtitute a Church; 


which / 


| 
vt 
n 
el 


+ as 
hich by the Neighbours was called a Paziſh ; and 
vhen the Numbers were increaſed, it one Church 
nd Prieſt were not ſufficient, thoſe who were moſt 
$emote did hwild a Church befide, and fit themſelves 
better, Hiſt. Conc, Trident. Lib. 6. p. 498, 
And Mr. Srtilling fleet, in his Irenicam affirms, 
That Men are not bound by the Law of Nature to 
aſſociate themſclves with any but whom they ſhall 
hink fit - And that every one entring into a,Society, 
ould conſent and ſubmit. unto the Rules of it; 
hich ( faith he) at mens firlt entring into the So- 
ity of a Church, was requiſite to be done by the 
xpreſs and explicite conſent of the parties them- 
ſelves, being capable, cc. And for Children, he 
ſaith, That it is highly rational, that when they 
ome to Age, they ſhould cxplicitly declare their 
own voluntary conſent to ſubmit to the Laws of 
Chriſt, and conform themſelves to the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity; which, ſaith he, might be a probable 
way, and certainly molt agrecable both to Reaſon 
and Scripture,to advance the Credit of Chriſtianity 
once more in the World, cc. That one great 
auſe of the flouriſhing of Religion in the Primitive 
imes, was certainly the {trictneſs uſed by them in 
heir admiſſion of Members into their Church-So- 
ieties, Theſe are Mr. St:lling fleets own words, 
ce them inp. 132.134. And asto the Churches 
idmittance of Members, and of ſuch as joyn them- 
elves; the ſame Srilling fleer ſaith, in the ſame 
Book, p. 134,135. That none were admitted but 
uch, into whoſe Lives and Carriages they had en. 
quired, @p diſcern their ſeriouſneſs in their profel[- 
1ons of Chriſtianity, and find true Repentance and 
Reformation of Life; a profeſſion of Faith, and an- 


werable Life to the Goſpel, without which it was 
| not 


(10) | 
not Lawful to admit them; and this he proves there} 
by Origen, Fuſtin Aſartyr, &c. Andasto an ex-| 
plicit Covenant, by ſuch,he ſaith, That if by an Ex- 
plicit Covenant be, meant a real confaderation be- 
tween thoſe who joyn themſelves together in Goſ-& 
pel-Ordinances in Order to their being a Church, he 
koweth none will queition it, that knoweth what 
it is that maketh a Socicty to be ſo, which is ſuch aFia! 
real confweration with one another. Again, That} £ 
though every Chriſtian be bound to joyn with ſome 
Society, or Church, yet not being determined by 
Scripture to what part:cular Church they ſhould 
joyn; therefore, ſaith he, ( for Chriitians better 

' underſtandins what their mutual Duty is one to ano-S1 
ther, who 's their Paſtor, to whom they owe thef| I 
Relation of Members) That there ſhould be ſomeſſhi 
ſignificant Declaration either by thtir Words or 
Actions of their willingneſs to joyn with ſuch a par- 
- ticular Society in Goſpel-Ordinances : This he 
_ Vircs Srants to be neceſſary too. Andfurther, That when 
, vpon the . 
S\cra. Churches are over-run with Looſenzſs, Ignorance, 
menr. and Prophaneneſs; this is uſeful, ſaith he, if not 
+322,323 neceſſary, Yea, that at all times it ſeems the moſt 
324 likely way to advance the Practice, Power, andfj 
Purity of Religion. Sce it more at large, p. 138. 
140. 
"If it be Objected, That though the Law of God : 
or Nature hath not, yet that there are L2ws of Menſel 
' that do determine the Matter as to the particular {M: 
Churches, to which every Member mult joyn him-Þp 
ſelf (ro wit) tothe Pariſh wherein cach Memberſgo\ 
reſides for the time being; and alſo, as t# the man-Fna 
ner of joyning and being admitted, ( that is) by 
their being Pariſhioners. 
To ſay nothing of the Irrationalneſs of this way,Þc 


| (11) 
g the Apprehenſion of ſuch who conſider, what it 
J that makes a Socicty to be ſo, and any one to 
come a Member thereof ; or of ſuch, who know 
- hat it is to have Communion in Chriſtian Societies 
-& ſuch. 
8 We Anſwer, Firſt. That there wereno ſuch Laws 
Sade by the firſt Chriſtian Emperors againſt Chri- 
Sian Liberty in this caſe. 
Secondly, If any were made ſince, it 1s reaſona- 
le to enquire, how ſuch, who made thoſe Laws, 
ad this Authority derived upon them from God in 
chcaſes? If it cannot be ſhewed ( as we think it 
nnot be) then the Freedomcontinues ſtill to Chri- 
Fans. 
It is wonderful that Men, yea, Chriſtians, ſhould 
Think it moſt juſt to preſerve Mens Liberty of Liv- 
Fs where they pleaſe, and to remove from one 
Place to another , to chooſe what Soucicty they 
leaſe in Civil things ; And yet reſtrain Mens Liber- 
in this caſe, as if Soul-health, Liberty, Com- 
ort, and Profit, is not to be preſerved above that 
f the Body : Eſpecially ſince the Law of Nature, 
nd the Law of God hath left it free. 
- Thirdly, That Law which makes all Perſons in- 
Wefinitely Living, or that ſhall Live in ſuch a Pre- 
inct to be a Church, .and Members one of another 
2 a particular Society, and puts them under a ne- 
ſſity of joyning together, as one Body, in the 
Watters of God, can very hardly be defended from 
Pppugning the Laws of Chriit, which forbids Fel- 
gow!hipiin ſuch things, with ſuch and ſuch Perſons, 
Fnany of which may be found in every Pariſh 
ongſt us. * 
But to prove by ſome particulars now, That the 
ower in Church-Afﬀairs, was for ſome Age: = 
erciſe 
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erciſed in and by thefe particular Churches, and nc 
elſe-where, without any Interruption or Contro 
conſiderable ; And without any additional or $ 

ith, x; Periour Authority, aſter the Apoſtles days. A 

6;ſo* © firſt, as to the chooling of their Miniſters, Atts 6 

tion of the 2, 3. FJ, 6. The whole Church there, the Mu 

church ®titude, by the Apoſtles own Direction, did choo 
| p.:5. their Dcacons, and were Judpes of their Qualih 
agrees 51s cations. The Apoſtles told them what the Deacon 
ſhould be, the Multitude were Judges whether the 
were ſuch. For, the ſame ſeven ( without Ex: 
mination or Exception ) which they choſe, were b 
the Apoſtles ſet apart for the work : The Apoſtle 
being then the only Officers of that Church, whiclſ< 

;...., Wasthen but one Society or Congregation. So fo 

Sa!meron, the Elders or Biſhops, AZs 14. 22,23. Paulant 

& Gaſher. Barnabas ordained ( or appointed) them Elder 

npon ., 10 every Church ; but for the marner; it was Ly 

=o N ſuffrage (5.e.) by the Peoples choice or Vote 
| r. diſt 6:, thuSthe very Textis rendred in ſome Tranſlations 

l _ | and ſo by Magdeburg Divines Tranſlated : The) 

Divinzs Created Presbiters in every Church by ſuffrage 

upon 4H. Cent.1. Lib.2, Cap. 4. Col. 401, 402. and this 

*+-*3- couldnot be but in particular Congregations, whe 
could meet together to this end. The Apoſtles car 
ried no Men with them, but paſſing from Church te 
Church,they appointed ſuch of every Church whom 
they found there ; and who were more capable c 
Judging, thanthe Church of which they were Mem 
bers; and who had experience of, and acquaintance 
with them. _ 

That this was ſo, is yct more evident by this 
That afterwards for many hundred years together 
this way only was continued in the Churches; fot 
| the Congregations or particular Churches,to chooſe 
| | thei 
[ 
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heir own Biſhops and other Miniſters, and they 
ounted it as their Right, without any controll ; as 
br inftance, in Exſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. Lib, 3, Cap. 
$1. p. 44. Itis ſaid, that after the death of Fames, 
uſe Apoltles and Diſciples of our Lord gathered 
{icmſclves together to conſult who ſhould ſucceed, 
(Ind they all with one voyce judged S:z-0r worthy. 
o Euſeb. Lib. 6. Cap. 28. p. 110. when all the 
rethren of the Church of Rome had gathered them- 
aFclves together for the Eleting of a Biſhop (their 
\Piſhop being dead ) and many had thought upon 
Notable and Famous Men ( Fabianus being pre- 
Ment ) the whole Multitude with on2 accord, and 
ie ſame Spirit of God, agreed upon him, and made 
im Biſhop. | 

4 The People of a Church in Conſtantinople ( be- 
ns by their Biſhop before his Death deſired to 
Fhooſe one of two Men, he named , becauſe of 
Sheir Vertues ) did (after his Death ) meet, and 
&hooſe one of them. Soc, Eccl, Hiſt, Lib, 2. 
$27.4. p.253- Sodid-the Pcople of a Church 
Sn {lax , being met together, with one voyce 
hoſe Ambroſe to be their Biſhop ; which the Em- 
erour concludes there to be the work and will of 
od. Socrat, Lib. 4, Cap. 25. p.335. There 
Ire ſuch Multitudes of Preſidents and Inſtances of 
Whis Practice, that it would be endleſs to mention 
hem : Only ſee ſome Inſtances in the ſame Hiſto- 
ies of Socrates, Lib. 2. Cap.9. p.256. Lib.4. 
ap. 13. p 324, Lib.6. Cap. 2. p.359. Lib.7, 
ap. 7. P. 377, 378. Lib. 7. Cap. 12. p. 380. 
ap. 26. p. 390. Evagr, Ecc!, Hiſt, Lib. 4. cap. 
5, P. 473. Lib.2. cap.11, p. 436. 

This continued unqueſtioned 500 Years at leaf. 
nd though attempts were ſometimes made by 


n 
" 


Depoſe Miniſters, and thrult in others upon Ch 
others themſelves, when they wanted them, : 


refuſed at two ſeveral places by the People, 


to be their Biſhop, and then he perſwades them - 


(14) 
Biſhops, and the Civil Powers, they engaged 


ches ; yet ſtill the Churches refuſed them, and cho 


Soc. Lib.2. cap.6. p.254 One Emiſeus ther 


Alexanaria and Emiſa. So likewiſe Socrat, Li" 
4. cap. 7. Þ.318, 319. whenone Exunomin Wi 
ſent to C:izicum by a Biſhop of Conſtantinople, ani 
commanded to be placed there by the Emperou 
yet was he refuſed, and Eunomins went and Live 
with him that made him Biſhop, So again, Socraif 
Lib, 7. cap. 12. p. 380. One Salvatus rejecte 
by a Church in Con/tantinople, So again, at Cr 
cum, Where a Biſhop at Conſtantinople appoint 
Proclus to be their Biſhop. The Church at Czzic 
underſtanding what was done, prevented it, 
choſe Dalmatius, a Religious Man, to Gove oh 
and Proclus being not admitted there , ſpent hi F; 
time at Conſtantinople. Socrat. Lib. 7. cap, 2 
P.391. and many more Inſtances of this Natu 
might be given. 

Yet we find no complaint made thereof, as an 
irregular Ac of the People, which doubtleſs woul? 
have been, had it not been their known right : Cl 
prian agrees to this, that if any were intruded up" 
on the People, he was taken for a falſe Biſhop, no 
a true Paſtor, for which he is quoted by the 1Ldagfſ® 
deburg Divines, Cent. 3. cap. 7. col. 175, 1768* 
Moreover, the Etnperour Conſtantine acknow 
ledgeth this right co be Lodged in theſe particul: 
Churches: Sec his Epiſtle to, the Church in Az 
och, where he tells this Church in general, that the 
did affect Euſebixs, and would have Elected hi 


o 


chook 


| (15) 


&hooſe another, ſecing all did not agree, therefore» 
[Faith he, not Lawful ; becauſe, ſaith he, he that is 
lected toa Biſhoprick by. the general Suffrage of 
iſe men aſſembled to deliberate thereof, ought by 
Gods Law to enjoy it. This is Recorded in Euſec- 
bins, of the Life of Conſtantine, Lib. 3. cap. 5 8. 
Wp. 52. Yea, the great Nicene Councel agree it in 
Kheſe words, expreſſed in Socrar. Lib. 1. cap. 6. 
, 225. (Speaking about fome who mightbe ina 
apacity of being made Miniſters ) they ſay, if 
Fthey be found worthy, and the People chooſe them, 
Sthey may Succeed the Deceaſed, &c. Yet fur- 
Jther it's manifelt by the fame Hiſtory, That where 
any one Congregation did divide into two Bodies , 
geach apart choſe their own Biſhops for themſelves, 
as in the Caſe of the Church of Antioch, Socrar. 
Lib, 5. Cap. 9. p. 343. Lib.4. cap. 1. p. 316. 
So in many other Caſes, when thoſe of the true 
Faith had Bifhops impoſed upon them by the Arr-- 
4s, they divided themſclves from the Arrsans, and 
e4choſe co themſelves Biſhops, and Aſſembled alone. 
And it is obſervable, That all theſe Biſhops thus 
choſen and appointed of the People of theſe particu- - 
{Mar Churches, were ſtill acknowledged as Lawful 
Biſhops by all; and in all the Councels mentioned 
in thoſe Hiſtories. Nor do we findthe leatt Ob- 
pection any where Recorded in thoſe days-againit 
ouch, who came thus to this Office, as being un- 
-Slawfully called. oSCaitk rn 
Tothis Practice of the particular Churches, and 
heir Right thereto, the Fathers give in their: Telti- 
monies alſo; a touch of them therefore. © Tertal. 
«10 his Apol. tothe Gent. Cap. 39. p.137. Engliſh 
nf 1 ranſſation, ſaith, That in theſe Aſſemblics-there 
are Biſhops thar preſide, zhey arc approved of by 
| Sg ne 


It 


_ . 


the Suffrage of them whom they ought to conduct 


\ 

'  Sofajithmany others, quoted by the Jagdeburgh ( 

mg Divines, Cent. 2. cap. 7. col. 134, 135. Cent. 1Þ * 

Aug, Cap. Lyb,1, cap. 4. col. 179. Cent. 3. cap.6. col.146Y « 

toiſt. 23, 147 

The Roman Presbiters, intheir Epiſtle to Cyriany . 

affirm, that every Church hath a like Power off | 

Chooſing, Calling, and Ordaining Miniſters, and | 

Cyprian, for juſt cauſe again to depoſe them. And Cyprian | 

Evie 4 himſelf ſaith, That the right of chooſing ſuch as ard} ( 
aug.Epiſt. fit, and refuſing the unworthy, belong to the Pec 

—_— " pleand whole Church, and that by Divine Authoy| : 

Epiſt, 68. rity, And that the Officers and People did conſultf ; 

about it with common conſent. And for theſe thingy] « 

he is quoted by the Magdeburg Writers, Cent. 3Þ t 

Cap.7. col. 153.173, 174 175., Cap.6. col, 135) { 

136, 146. andalſo that the People did conſider thelj , 

Life and Manners of the Perſons to be choſen, andl : 

judge ; and much more to this purpoſe in thoſe play / 

Fobn Ferws CCS before, and Maedeburg. Cent, FJ. Cap.0, col | 

his Com- 17 By 17.99 180. SITS; v 

ment upon Now we ſhall add a few Teſtimonies and JudgY x 

4, 11. ments of latter Ages, and of Men otherwiſe differ} : 

F 

The Papiſts themſelves, at the Councel of TrexrÞ x 

acknowledged, that this was the uſual Practice offff - 

the Church of God for 800: Years - together afterlj 5 

Chriſt, for the particular. Churches to chooſe theirfff 7 

own Miniſters; and they then affirmed, that thereſfl p 

were remaining at that day the Records thereof ati a 

Rome :. and they then and there deſired, that thoſe 

Records might be deſtroyed, leſt Z,zther- ( whollo 

maintained this Right to the People) ſhould makec 


uſe of them to bring in the Cuſtom intothe Charct 
again. Andthey there alſo acknowledge, that this 


was 


I 
& was taken from'the*Church by the Authority of a 


A Council only who made a Decree againſt it, Concil, ag 


Trident, in 207 Gaye 7. f- 590, 591. $98. _—_— 


See more of the! ſame Counctt, 'Z:b. 8. Pp: 725; Hart,c.6, 
And he that wrote this Hiſtory complains againlt 2223... 
Rome about this, in theſe words :: The Church of bur of 


Rome grant not the People the EleQtion of their Mij- $*nebrards 


. * e So HET, + that C'e- 
niiters, which certainly, faith he, was an A mens cook 
lical Inſtitution z continued more than 800 Years. 32: he Bt- 

; , os ; pric 
J Concil. Trident, 'Lib. 2, p. 163. by the 


» Biſhop Fewel, in his Reply to'Mr'' Harding, p. 5 —_ 
230. Saith, 'btit of Cyprian, Lib. r. Epr/h.4;* That Lordleaſt 
the Biſhoprick was beſtowed up6n Sabinx, by thej15 7am” 
© conſent- and 'voices of the whole Brother-hood of king it by 
that Church to which he was tbe Biſhop:He ther&7,'% >. 
faith, that Honorims the Emperoutr'Writing to Bo- {bou!d 
4 »face, doth agree him to be Bifh6p, whom ſome ferry,” 
of the Clergy, and whole Brother-hood ſhall chooſe, 'and 9cro- 
And the Biſhop himſelf then there affirms 'from/fic free 
hence, that every particular ' Church is called the' provi. - 
whole Church. And after, in p. 282. The BiſhoP thectur h 
afirms, that Cyprian, inthe ſame place,faith,!That in <Nool- 
the People being' Obedicht to Gods Law,- have own si- 
Power, eſpecially to chooſe worthy, or refuſe un- {0p Gene- | 
worthy Prieſts, | Chronole, 
- Mr.” Sril/ingfleer, in his /renicum, p. 305.quotes {317 £in- 
Tertul, Exhorr.” Caftil. c. 7. -for theſe words, 1.4.Seculo. 
That all the difference between the Miniſters and |'-©*** 
ci People, comgs from the Churches Authority ; and ſame Con- 
againz p. 416; himſelf ſaith, That Epiſcopal men '**; ©*?- 
= will hardly."find any evidence in Scripture, =” 
or the PraQtice of the Apoſtles, for Churches 
eg conlilting of. many fixed Congregations for Wgr- 
ſhip, unter the Charge of one man; nor in the 
Primitive Church for the Ordination of Eiſhops: + 

| B without 
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(18) 
without the preceding EleCtionof the Clergy, and 
at leaft, on, and approbatian of the People ; 
ſo much he allows there, and ſomething more in p. 
339. where he uſcth theſe words, ( ſpeaking of El- 
dets) now the voyce of the People, which was uſed 
#n the Primitive times, is grown out 'of uſe, &c. 
by which he confefſeth it to be the Primitive Pra- 
Ctice. But Mr. St:lling fleet having ( as he ſaith ) 
been atthe pains to tranſcribe ſome of Biſhop Cran- 
mer's words, they will ſerve well here, and we 
ſhall again tranſcribe ſo much of them. as ſpeaks to 


this particular. See themin the ſame /ren:cnm, p. 


391, 392. They are theſe. That in'the Apoſtles 
time, when there were no Chriſtian Princes, by 
whoſe Authority Miniſters of Gods Word might 
be appointed, nor fins be corrected by the Sword ; 


there was no Remedy then for correction of Vice, 


or appointment of Miniſters, but only the conſent 
of Chriſtian Multitude amongſt themſelves by an 
uniform conſent to follow the Advice and perſwaſion 
of ſuch Perſons whom God had moſt' endued with 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Councel, &-c. Some- 
times the Apoſtles, and others unto, whom God had 
given abundance of his Spirit, ſent, or appointed 
Miniſters of Gods Word ; ſometimes the People 
did chooſe ſuch as they thought meet thereunto : 
and when any were ſent by the Apoſtles, or other, 
the People, of their own voluntary will, with thanks 
did accept of them, not for the Supremacy Im- 
perial Dominion that the Apoſtles had over them to 
command, as their Princes or Maſters, but as good 
People, ready to Obey the good Councellors, and 
to accept any thing neceſſary for their Edification 
and Benefit. And again, that the People before 


Chriſtian Princes were 4 commonly did a 


—— 


(19) 
their Biſhops and Prieſts; thus far of Biſhop Crar- 
mer : which words.of his. ( as Mr. Sz:llingfteet, 
there affirms) he put his own Hand to, and gave 
it in, in anſwer to'certain Queitions put to/him-in 
King Edward: the Sixths Time ,. and now: remain 
upon Record. 

Biſhop Nicholſon, of Glouceſter, in his Vindi- 
cation of the. Church of ;Englazad, p. 27. grants 
the Truth of this. That the People did chooſe their 
Paſtors in the Primitive Ages of.:the- Church , in 
expreſs terms, and faith, it was taken away from: 
the People by Chriſtian Princes, when the Fathets 
diſliked the uſe.  ' So far of him in thig place. 

Polanus, in his Sintagma,.. Lib. 7, Cap! 15. ful 
ly proves, and affirms, this Right to be Lodged in 
theſe Churches..-- Under this Head, De Elett:o+ 
nibus ſeu vocation Eccleſtaſtios. 14444 244 
| Firſt, he ſaith, That the Liberty, or Power of 
 } Election, calling or ſending, of Ecclefiaſtical Per+ 
|} ſons, is a Right, which the whole Church hath in 
' chooſing, and calling to themſelves approved "and 
\ {fit Minitters, and'in placing them into Sacred Order, 
| $2: 542. Afterin his next p. 54.3. under this Que- 
, ttion; a quubus Elettio ſeu vocatio Miniſtrorum 

Eccleſie fieri.debeat ? By whom the EleCtion; of 
calling of Miniſters of the Churchought to be made? 
He faith, 'That-unto' the Legitimate ( or Lawful 
Election of the Miniſters of the Church, efpecially 
of the Paſtors, )is requiſite, a. free and ingenious 

onſent, and Suffrage of the. whole Church (whoſe 

buſineſs it is ) that is of the Elders and/Flock.- The 
hich confent muſt not:be had.by intreaty, . or-ſold 

or a price, 'nnich-leſs forced and extorted ; ſo that 
bis the part-of-the whole Church, to chooſe M1- 
ſters for themſelves : And there he gives _ 
B 2 | ollows- 


(20) 
following arguments to evince it. Firſt, becauſe 
even in the time of the Apoſtles, the whole Church 
(whoſe bufineſs it was) did chooſe Miniſters for 
themſelves. ( or to it ſelf.) Neither did the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, ſaith he, Ordain any. one for Ec- 
cleſiaſtical charges, only by their own Authority, 
but always by the Church conſenting and appro- 
ving, 4&#s6. 2, &c, and 14. 23. Secondly, be- 
cauſe by this means the Churches own Liberty, 
which Chriſt hath given to it, is kept. For a Pa- 
ſtor, or Miniſter of the. Word of God is not tobe 
obtruded upon the Church of God againit his will, 


Can. Null. sgvit diſtinc, 61. Thirdly , becauſe 


it ſervesto this, That even the Miniſters may,with 
a good Conſcience, Rule the Lords Flock, by whom 
heis Eleted; and the Flock of the Lord mayin 
like manner yield themſelves the more eaſe to him 
to be Inſtruted and fed; than to him, who, beſide 
( or againſt) their will, is thruſt upon them : and 
again, he is not to be acknowledged for a Lawful 
Paſtor of the Church, who hath been intruded on 
the Church by the Authority and Command of the 
Prince,”-. Quod teſtatur Concil. Pariſienſe primum. 
Can, Oltave T omo Secundo Concil, And after he 
faith, in the ſame p. That fit Perſons are to be no- 
minated and preſented to the People before the E- 
letion, and ſhould be openly propoſed in the Aſ- 
ſemblies. And again, ,in p. 544. Under this 
Queſtion, Quatir:r ſeu quomodoa AMiniſtri Ec- 
cleſie Eligi & vocars debeant ? How the Mini- 
ſters of: the Church ought to be choſen and called, 
Atits 14. 2.3. i Thoſe Perſons are to be No- 
minated, of whom the Election and Calling ought 
to be made, to this end, that the Church by the 
Suffrage of the whole Congregation ( or U__ 
, wnom 


(21) + 
whom ſhe hath committed a Right and Power of 
chooſing )' may approve and accept of one of 
| them. : 
That the Suffrages are collected by ſome Paſtor 
of the Church, or of another to whom he ſhall 
" | commitit. And they are given, either in Order 
| | byevery EleQtor, Y5va4 voce, or joyntly of all or 
many, by lifting up of hands, or either way, &c. 
For,if by giving theirSuffrages, Y:v4 voce, there 
were variance, and they go into many Sen- 
tences of unprofitable and tedious prolixity, 
Thofe who had any Votes for Ordination were 
- | againnamed; and every one being named, they 
* | who choſe him were commanded to lift up their 
| # Hands, Atthe Nomination of whom, either all or 
| many lifted up their Hands ; this Man was conclu- 


ded to be Lawfully Elected. After this manner, faith 
he, Paul and Barnabas did Create Elders, Atts 14. 
23. 
| And after, under this Queſtion, By what Rite or 
|| Ceremony? ec. he faith, He who was Elected 
| by the Church with free $ s, atlength receiv- 
* | ed Ordination of the Paſtors of the Church, 1 Tim. 
4. 14, & 5. 22, the whole Multitude of the Church 
being preſent. Then Polanus concludes with theſe 
words. They do therefore grievouſly fin who do 
manifeſtly drive away the Eccleſiaſtical People or 
*F Flock fromthe Election of their Miniſters ; which, 
8 faith he, the falſe, or Counterfeit Popiſh Biſhops 
"| do; yea, they dogrievouſly fin, who do impoſe 
Biſhops and Paſtors upon the Church againſt their 

| will. Thus far Polanw agrees in his own words. 
; From ſome of the former Authorities, The. Afr:- 
can Synod, Athanaſius, Cornelius, and others. 
- Presbyterian Divines, in their Book, called, 
B 3 Smettym- 
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(22) 
Smeflimnius, admits this power to reſide in the 
People of particular Churches, and that by Divine 
Authority. They ſay, | 
- Firſt, That the eſpecial power of Judging of the 
Worthineſs, or Unworthineſs lay in the People. 
Secondly, That the power of chooſing, or refu- 
fing them upon this Judgment, reſided in the Peo- 
le. | 
: Thirdly, That the power deſcended upon them 
by Divine Authority. Athanaſivs, ſay they, in 
his Eprjt.ad Ortbodoxos,blamed the Intruſion of Bi- 
ſhops as againſt the Apoſtolical Precepts, againſt the 
Canon, and compelled the Heathento Blaſpheme. 
Mr. Prin, in his Book of un-biſhoping Temorby 
and Titxs, p. 69. athrms this out of Alcuvinus de 
Dwvinits Officics, Cap. 37, That Miniſters of all 
forts were made to the Year 800 by this EleCtionof 
Clergy and People, and that they were all preſent 
at their Ordination, and conſented to it. Alſo he 
aftirms, in p. 72,973. That Martin Bucer, in his 
Book of recalling, and bringing in again the uſe of 
Lawful Ordination, ſaith, That this power is in the 
People. Much more might be produced, to prove 
this particular, .Sec only Map deb. Centr. 4. cap. 6, 
col, 43. Concil. Trident. in Engliſh, Lib. 8.p.725. 
Lib.7. p.591. 598. Lib.s6. p.404;425. Aud as 
fo impoſition of Hands, npon theſe thus choſen , 
Mr, Prin, in the ſame Book, p. 72, 73. quotes | 
Ferome Epiſt. to Evagr. and his Comment upon 
Titxs, for this; That \the Ancient Confecration of 
Biſhops was nothing elſe but their EleQtion, &c, 
And that all the Rites and Ceremonies now uſed are 
but Noyelties. And Martin Bucer, for theſe con- 
cluſions, in his afore-ſaid Book, and in bis Scripea 
Arglicana, of the Office of Paſtor, p, 154-199, * 
19}, 


(23) 

191. andon Mat. 16, That impoſition of hands, 

on thoſe chofen Miniſters belong to the Presbiters, 

but that this they have not Originally, but offly1n- 

ſtrumentally, as Servants to the whole. Congrega- 

tion, And that this ought to be done publickly in 

the Church, where they are Elected before all the 

Congregation : and that the impoſition of hands is 

no eſſential part of Ordination, but that it may be 

omitted; And that thoſe who are Elected, and Furter . 

Lawfully called to the Miniſtry by the Suffrage of concit 

the whole Church and People, are Miniſters Law- [70 

fully called and Ordained without this Ceremony, "> 

And Mr. Prin there further proves this by David 

Blond, Apol. Sett. 3. de Ordinatione & plebus in 

Eletionibus jure, from p. 309. to 448. He alſo 

affirms, p. 81. That Aorney, Ameſins, and ſun- Morrey 

dry others there quoted, ſay, That the People alone, picgis in 

in caſe of Neceſſity, where are no Biſhops or Mi- Js Book 

niſters, or where Biſhops refuſe to ordain as they cap.ir., 

ought, may Elect and Ordain Miniſters. The right 

of Ordination and Election being Originally in the 

whole Church and people, &c. and that impoſiti- 

on of hands is no Eſſential, but Ceremonial part of 

Ordination, as Angelus de Clavaſo, Peter Martyr, ii, px. 

and others; both Papiſts and Prozeſtants affirm. _— 
Mr. Stilling fleet, in his Irenicum, p.392. where ;,,v or. 

he tranſcribes Biſhop Cranmers anſwer to the Que- 4inarion, 

ſtions before mentioned, hath ſet down theſe words *7** 

amongſt others, as the Biſhops own words. The 

Biſhop having affirmed , that the people before 

Chriſtian Princes, did commonly Flect their Bi- 

ſhops and Prieſts, ſaith further, That-in the New- 

Teſtament, he that is appointed to be Prieſt or Bi- 

ſhop needed no Conſecration, for EleCQtion, or ap- 

pointment thereto ( ſaith he ) is ſufficient.- - 
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Now, having ſo'great a cloud of witneſ.s be- 
yond all exception;and a concurrent ſentence in this 
matt6r, by Perſons at ſo great a diſtance each from 
other in their Judgment, in other things, and liv- 
ing in ſeveral ages ofthe World: It ſcemeth itrange, 
that there ſhould be ſuch wreſtling againii the com- 
mon right of the Church of God ; and ſuch a ſtir 
to make that Scripture, Acts 14..23.to ſpeak ſome- 
thing elſe, than that, which ſo many Learned, emi- 
nent, Godly Men agree it doth, and the practice 
of the Chnrch ſo long and univerſally and fully af- 
firmittodo. Much more itrange it is, that men 
ſhould be blamed for being of this Judgment, and ' 
practiſing accordingly, having ſo much ground to 
believe it to be the truth. 

If any ſhould pretend, that there are other Of- 

——_ ficers in the Church of God beſides Ordinary Bi- 
bis Ecctef, ſhops and Deacons, by Divine Right to continue. 
Polity.4:b Let ſuch prove it, if they cari, But it ſeems clear 
417,418, that after Prophets, Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, 
&c. allows theſe extraordinary Officers of Chriſt, were de- 
an: Dea. ceaſed ( who while they continued, had extraordi- 
cons 20 be nary Furniture given them from Chriſt, for their 
gy, and Work.) Theſe of Biſhops or Elders, and Deacons, 
tha -0 in the particular Churches, were all:ene no ſupe- 
the New Tior and General Officers over many, as Mr. Sr:l- 
Teſt. are [;zg fleet, in his afore-ſaid Irenicum, p. 416. ſaith, 


called that the Epiſcopal Men will hardly find any evi- 
"riefts,, dence in Scripture, or the Apoſtles praCtice, for 
he contend Churghes conſiſting of many fixed Congregations 
for char .-« for the Worſhip of God, under the charge of one 


more, p. perſon, 
123,0t the 


Ge Firlt, it is manifeſt «that Biſhops and Elders in Þþ 


took. thoſe days were the ſame Officers, and not one a- 
boye the other, As 29. where the Apolihys 


(25) 
t for the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, and 
ing Diſcourſed with them, he gave them 
zrge, that they, the ſame Perſons, ſhould take 
d to the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt had 
ade them Biſhops ( or Overſeers, as our Tran- 
ion hath it.) So when Peter writes,. 1 Epiſt.5. 
2, &c. He there calls the Ruling Officers in 
neral, Elders : whether Ruling only, or Ruling 
d Teaching Elders. See 1 Tiwm.5. 17. 

Biſhop Cranmer, in the place before quoted by 
r. Stulling fleet, in his Jrenicum, p. 392. ſaith, 
at the Biſhop and Prieſt were at one time, and 
'Þt two things, but both one Office in the begin- 
ng of Chritts Religion. 

Dr, Fulk,, againit the Rhem. upon Tirw 1.5. 
d Ferome, in his Comment upon Titus, aftirms 


S. 
And the Magdeburg Divines quote Ferome, Am- 
oſe, and Chryſoftome, for the proof of this; and 


ſo for ſhewing how in after Ages one Elder was p08, 
talted above the reſt, and then called the Biſhop *irr«ter 


uthority. Cent.” 2. Cap. 7. col. 128. Cent. 4. 


doliſhed, and faith it is Tyrannical, Orar. 28. So 
$4 it proved in his days, as it ſeems. 

Biſhop Fewel, in his Mol to Mr. Harding, P. 

2.229. 250, 251, 252. alledgeth this out of 7e- 
me, Cyprian, &c. That Biſhops are greater than 
rieſts, more of Cuſtom than of Gods Ordinance; . 
That the Power of all Prieſts by the Authority of 
ods Word, is one, and equal ;z and that it was 
aly Policy that ſet one over many. Andin p. 257. 
cludes againſt Papifts in theſe words ; I _ 
F alt 


/ way of Eminence, and that this was by Humane = 


p.6. col. 491. Cent.F.. cap. 7. 601.737. Nay, Reatons 
recory Nazianzen wiſheth this Epiſcopal decree '*-V®) 


(26) 
(faith the Biſhop) appointed 'not one Prieſt: « 
another, how then is it likely he ſhould appoint 
over all? And ſo Mr. Stilling fleer, in his'afc 

See Smee, ſaid Book, p. 276, 277. 310, 311. proves thi 

p.24.:6. large ; That Biſhops and Presbiters were the 

cooference in Primitive times ; and that Arius was not « 

wich Harty demned for that Opinion, but for his ſepar; 

45:.46:, from ſuch who ſet up Biſhopsabove other Pric 

afiims and hequotes Aug. Epiſt. 29. for this. Tha 

th's Policy © . . 

t» be che difference between Epiſcopacy and Presbitery, iff 

groin” the one is greater than the other,ariſe only by 

raiſing one - . , 

x'4e: a- Cuſtomof the Churchattributing a Name of g 

Ks” ng Er Honour to them. 


ſo 'tep by © Secondly, That Biſhops, Elders, and Deac 


pe 92” wereall the Officers Chriſt intended to have 

al: p,540 tired in the Church after the Apoſtles dayy, ſe 

5+'>  clearinthis; That when the Apoſtle wrote to 
Church of the Philippians, he mentioned theſe @ 
ly. To the Biſhops and Deacons, Phil, 1.1. | 
when the Holy Ghoſt mentions the Gn It 
of Church-Officers, he names none but theſe. 
doth he ſegm to intend any other, nor any other IF 
corded in the Scripture of the New Te 
ment, which doubtleſs would have been, if C 
had intended any other to have been contin 
the Church, for it would have been neceſſa 
have known how ſuch ſhould have been Qualib 
as well as theſe. But of theſe two ſee at large 1 
3. Tit«sc. 3.And that thefe were all inthe Primi 
Churches, the Century Writers affirm, Mat 
Cent. 1. Lib.2. cap. 7. col. $08, 50g; Cent 
cap.7. col, 125, This alſo may we note; T 
after the Church.had departed from the Apoſtol 
Order, and by humane prudence appointed 


Elder or Biſhop in every Congregation or 60 


| ” 
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the firſt ſtep, and after in a larger Circuit ) 

vethe reſt, Yet even theſe Biſhops were then 

felike manner choſen by the Body of thoſe Church- 

is where in he was to be Biſhop, as the Authori- 

herein before alledged fully prove. 

Wut now, if it ſhall be Objected ( as ſome have 

ai}ed to do ) That this power of Election in the 

efÞrch was not a Priviledge belonging to them of 

t, but of conveniency. Ere we give anſwer, 

hall go over ſome ſuch pretences as theſe. 

/ Firſt, the Papifts. They at the Council of Trent concit. 
utted this uſe to have beenin the Primitive times 7'idencs 
he Churches. But as to the Right, they ſay ,. 5;0. 

e, That though the people did chooſe, yet it 

& by the tacit, or explicit conſent of the Pope. 

eel his conceit will eafily fall, for in thoſe days 

ewas no ſuch thing in Nature as a Pope, (if 
y mean by a Pope ſuch.a one; as is now at 
We with ſuch Authority as he challengeth Ythere- 
FF he could not by his conſent bring it in; or had 
enſo, the Pope had erred, to have given con- 
to the Church, that ſhe ſhould have called her 
eWilters in angther way than Chriſt had appointed, 
Whriſt did nd appoint this way. If Chriſt did 
dFoint this way, then his conſent was inſignificant- 
tentioned in this caſe ; unleſs they will ſay Chriſt 
6 appointed no way, but that he left all tothe 


etion of the S- 2 in this matter ; which we 


inns they will not affirm. 

gain, Secondly, Biſhop Nicholſon, of Glou- 

AF” in his Book before cited, p. 27. admits the 
er of Fact, that the people did chooſe; but, 

Wo the Right, he ſaith, firſt, That it was after 

$-poltles days. | 

hovgh we ſee Arch-Biſhop CrpiryPalats 

8 the 
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the Magdeburg Divines, and many others c 
expreſs contrary Judgment in the places bek 

uoted, and agree, that this was in the Apol 
4s, and their own way in which they Orda 
Elders in the Churches. | 

\ Secondly, he ſaith; That this was not a Pr 
ledge belonging to them of Right,but of Con 
ency, for he we have the Biſhops own word 
ly, not the leaſt proof offered ; againſt whict 
ſtreamof other Learned and good mens judgn 
before cited generally run. And this alfo the 
ſhop himſelf, in the ſame place, in the very! 
words ingeniouſly adds, and affirms, That W 
choyce of the People was derived from the Rule 
Chriſtian Equity and Society ; and he there fu 
ſub joyns this excellent effect it had. That he 
it cameto paſs, that the People did quietly recelfff 


— maintain, diligently hear, and heat 
t 


love their Paſtors. 

From whence we may conclude. That 
ſuch, whom the Biſhop there ſaith, took away 
Power from the Churches, were to be blamed, F 
raſhneſs at leaſt : And that there is a loud call for 
reſtoring of this Conveniency ( it ifbe no moi 
to the Churches, ſince it was derived from ſuchi8 
cellent Rules, and hath ſuch deſirable effects. 
ſuch to be found following any other way,brol 
in, in the room thereof. And that it may of 
vine Right, rather than of Conveniency, bro 
in by mans Wiſdom ; for it is rare to a C 
ſtitution of mans derived from ſuch Principles, 
to have ſuch Fruits, which do exceed for good 
the —— of Chriſt _ 

Again, Thirdly, One more ſuch pretence we 
inMr, Stilling fleet, in his afore-ſaid Book, p. 3 


T 
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Wo, (though he had before in the place hereim' 
xDdted, allowed that the People did chooſe; yet 
he)faith,It ſeems ſtrangely improbable,that the 
oſtles ſhould put the choice at that time into the 
»Mds of the Pegple, and he makes this the only 
vapund of: his @njecture. That there were none 
in that were fitted for the work, but whom the 
pſtles did lay their hands upon; by which, faith 
the Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, whereby they 
e fitted and qualified for the work : the people 
(faith he) could no ways chooſe men for their 
ties , when their abilities were conſequent to 
Mir Ordination. Theſe are his own words, as to 
s matter. But his ground ſeems very feeble, for 

& concluding of ſuch an improbability: for we . 
ſt either take it for granted; or he mulſt' prove: 
it, that the Holy Ghoſt fell ofmone but ſuch on 
jom the Apoſtles laid hands: Secondly, -That the 
ly Ghoſt fell on no men till-the Apoſtles had 
6d hands upon them for the Miniſtry; Thirdly , 
at when ever the Apoſtles laid hands on any, they 
e by that impoſition of Hands Ordained Mini- 
rs. lf this be not granted or proved, then there 
\Weht be many in every Church qualified with gifts 
the Holy Ghoſt, and fitted for the work; ſome 
thout laying on of hands, ſome by laying on of 
FWnds of the Apoſtles, and yet not Miniſters there- 
WM. Then theſe were fitted for the work, and theſe 
Weht be choſcn by the Church before Ordination. 
Wt ſoit was; it's evident that the Holy Ghoſt fell 

1Won many without impoſition of hands ; thathe - 
| upon ſome by impoſicion of hands before they 

re made Miniſters: ' That all were not made Mi- 
ters on whom the. Apoſtles laid hands, and whe 
xived the'$pirit. | So that Multitudes were _ 


ps | 
(30). | 
and qualificd for the people to chooſe in every p 
almoſt. See Aits 10. There weft many hear 
Peter Preach, and while he was yet ſpeaking, 
Holy Ghoſt fell on them all, and they ſpakt 
Tongnes:; here is no impoſition of hands, 'nor 
ting apart for the Miniſtry, for theF'were not | 
tized, ver. 47. yet were theſe Perſons, quali 
for the People to have choſen any man amc 
them. Again, Ads 8. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
were many, Aſen and Women at Samaria that bel 
ed, and the Apoſtles, at Jeruſalem, hearing o 
ſent unto them Peter and John, who prayed, and | 
their hands on them, and the received the )H 
Ghoſt. - Yet ſyre Mr. Stilling fleet will not lf 
theſe were made Miniſters by this ; however th 
were qualified thereby to have been choſen by 
People. bh ly 
Again, As 19. Paul found certain Diſcip! 
Epheſus, rwelve in Number, of Men; be. 
on them, and they received they Holy Ghoſt 
Prophecyed. And there is no colour to ſay that thy 
were Ordained Miniſters thereby : So that, the 
were more Perſons qualified for the work to be c 
ſen by the people before Ordination. s | 
— Yea, whatfaith Mr. Srilling fleet to that place 
Ats 6. where the Apoſtles direct the Multity 
to chooſe out from amongſt themſelves feven'M 
of honelt report, and full of the Holy Ghoſt i 
Wiſdom, whom the Apoſtles might appoint; 
Now, had Mr, Sri{ling fleets conceit been true 
the-qualification was conſequent of Ordinatianz 
had been in vain to have givenſucha direCtionto 
people. But we ſee the people did find out amou 
themſelves ſeven ſuch Men every T6. | 
Ordained Miniſters. wh F..: - : 


(31) 


ere were many of the Brethren in that ſingle 


MWeregation at Cor:ntb abundantly qualified for 


work, as doth clearly appear inthoſe Epililes, 
the reſt of the Brethren were to covet ſuch giſts 
qualifications, though they might never be 
le Miniſters ; and ſo in ſeveral other Churches. 
did not the Apoſtle to Timorby and Titw, et 


a | what ſhould be the qualifications of ſuch who. 


d be'made Biſhops and Deacons, . with which 


SF mult be furniſhed before they were tobe Or- 


ned, Sure then it cannot be imagined , that 


/ We were ſuch to be'choſen until they were Or- 


Sed. By this time Mr. Stilling fleets ſtrange 


robability may be removed, anduf this be all 
ground he hath for it's improbability, he may 


clude, with others, That. the Apoſtles did put 


Electing power into the hands: of the People 
ir days, and that Abilities wer&Antecedentaal, 
not Conſequential of. Ordination. :': - 
t is wonderful that'fuch a famous-and Learned 


\ Yo, as Mr. Stilling fleet is', ſhould (through 


\Þ againſt the. Peoples right of Election) be ſo 


th miſtaken. 
ndeed itis lamentable to ſee, how Proteſtants 


tr ral, when they write againſt the Papiſts, do 


1 aſſert the peoples power of choſing their Mi- 


T0 by. Divine right, as inmany of the inſtances 


re. _ Yet athomeamongſ their brethren, they 


fle and arc loath to confefſe the truth of it; they 
tt practice it, they will not ſuffer other to dot, 


« are perſwaded it-ought to beſo: yea many 


) 
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Men agtinſ it, and 'make Lawes for another 
zer of making 


| Miniſters. Inſodoing they do 
a little advantage the Popiſh intereſt. wr 
E. 


: 038) 
We have hete purpoſely. digreſſcd; alittle: 
ſhew what poor devices. there are to deceive 
people, that they may not think it their duty 
priviledge to chooſe their own Miniſters, -and' 
fuch men1night order this matter at their pleaſyr 
| And nowtor anſwer tothe objectionir ſelf, t 
needs no more to be ſaid but:this ; Thatthe 
right of the people in theſe Churches: about 
matter, is already proved by what hath/been 
Unleſs better evidences can be ſhewed to the 
trary, than any of the aforementioned ſuggeſt 
and conceits br other thing we have ſcen or hearc 
Or if it ſhall be objected further, that/althouj 
was ſointhe infancy of the Church (as ſome 
yet it may.not be ſo now,and Decrees of Count 
or of the Church (as ſome termit)and Laws of 
giſtrates have takenit away. | 
- Anſw. 1. The Churches were better ableto 
termine of the mind of Chriſt then, than now, th 
fewer occaſions to turn her aſide inthgſe 


en Haz.1, 1M ſuch matters; and we have nonew revelat 
Hodiz ve- of the truth in this thing, morethan they then/ 
infundicur They had more ab of the ſpirit of G6 
in EccleC., mongſt them, than now amongſt us : -they had 
Apoltles then living amongſt them, and aftert 

for ſome time, ſuch as faw the Apoſtles ait 

- practices in theſe things, and converſed with 

about ſuch matters. And ſure while theſe. 

were inthe Church, ſhe was: moſt like to'wa 

the right rule, and ſo after ages judged. *..T 

is; -had thoſe men that thew made up the Ch 
beenitill living, they might have .been ſaid to/| 

been in their infancy inhole:hyes, and now; 

; butrhey- being dead. and new Church-m 

ariſing, it may be ſaid ſhe isſtill in her ir 


4 
033) | 
hd verily much more childifh ſhe is, thanſhe was 
thoſe"dayes. - But the Church in Name, the 
JEDlder ſhe grew, the more ſhe doted, and whenall 
heſe antient lights went out, the more. the ſtum- 
Wled ;" like Iſrael of old when Moſeshad been gone 
ut 40dayes,' they madethem a Calf, and Aaror Joth.,4 3. 
t h Prieſt was allo ir. the folly: and the Elder /\/355 *- 
jat Church grew-(when their Fathers, who had” * * 
en Gods wonders, were dead) the more blind and 
dolatrous they waxed. Therefore is it much ſafer 
Jo followthe foot/teps of the Church in her infancy, 
tan her Rules in her age : ſo far asis poſſible. 

But 2dly. What warrant have we from Gods 
ord to conclude, that the Church muſt walk&by 
zeRule'in her inf.ncy, (or more properly, inthe 
rimi:ive Goſpel dayes) and by another in her el- 
erage? one-under Heathen Magittrates, another 
ider Chriſtian ? not the leaſt word for-it in'Scrip- 

eghat. we can fin]; had it beenneceflary, or the 
nd of Chrilt, it ſhould have been ſo, nodoubt 

ater Lord would have let us: known his /pleafute in 
W,.and have left ſome Rules for it. And who will 
cad for the taking away ſuch things from the 
burches by humane Councels and Laws, which 
wit, as King and Lawgiver vo his Church hath 

ven unto them. F | 

*Fhatin the ordinary meetings of theſe Churches, 
© matte -of their worſhip-and work, was only 

wing [the + Scriptures, ex ing them,/ or 

chingy exhorting, comforting one” 


Palnes, ſometimes-made by the holy bre 
iyen, brea, mad merrragy rages .ords 
oper Jopteyer (as he who prayed was able,)giv- 
; ENTIRE 4143; Ath,12. $.12.1 Cor. 
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11: 20.23, &c, ch. 12. ch. 14. Af. 20.7. 1 Thef, 
$.11. 14. Heb. 10.24.25. | So it was after the 
Apoſtles dayes, Euſeb. Hiſt. lib. 7.c. 17. ps 28. 29; 
| Teri, in his Apol.c. 39.8. 137. 139. 141, Engl. 
Tranſl, faith, that here we pray to God, &c. read 
.the holy Scriptures according to the Conditiot 
of the times, what ſerveth to the admoniſhing a 
confirming of the faithful ; we ceaſe not fi c 
to confirm or diſcipline by the ſtrength of precepk, 
we continually repeat here, we make exhortatiot 
and threatings, they feaſt ſaith he, and before they 
ſit down, they pray ; after oy ſing Pſalmes «t 
Hymnes,every one compoſeth after the capacity of 
his mind, and as it began with prayer, ſo it end 
ed &c, Plimms ſecundus, Euſeb.l.3.c.3.p.53. 

1O cap. 3.p. 184. faith ſomething of it. And F# 
ftinws ſaith, that here the. writings of the Prophe 
and Apoſtles were read, then preaching to ftir1 
the people to imitate the things read, then alle 
upin prayer; thetithe Lord Supper, (prayer pre 
ceding ;) then every one gave to the poor as 
would, for this he is quoted by the AſJagdeburg Di 
vines,Cent.2, c., 6.col.114.115, And boy als 
that Nicephorus and Clement write, that theylu 
here Pſalmes compoſedby the faithful,Cenr. 2. c.6 
Col. 115.116, And for the manner, they furthani 
intheſame, 114. col. ſay, that here they read 
Scriptures, as they could, and he that was chie 
did preſide ,prayed and gave thanks as he'was al 
and ſo 'other things as above, And« to this Tey 
in his faid Apol. cap. 30.p. 119. ſaith, that t 
prayers no-mandid preſcribe, or declare totl 
what to ſay, becauſe (ſaith he) itis ourhearr,”-: 
prayed a Prayer conceived and produced; 8s) 
it was decreed at the Councel' of Carehage ag 

M reat 
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reading of 'any thing-but the Canonical Scripture, 
intheſe Churches, Magdeburg. Cent, 4. ©, 6.Col. 
412. Noother ſervice or preſcribed formes,” of a- 
ny reading of ptayers, ec. once mentioned to be 
uſed in thofe dayes, It's true in procels of time, 
ſtep by ſtep, forms of prayer and preſcribed rules 
of worſhip crept in; or were thruſt in upon the 
Churches, upon pretence at firſt, that by this, they 
might prevent the ſpreading of the Arian Hereſie, 
which ſaid they, men might 'vent in prayer if they 
had liberty to have prayed what-they had pleaſed; 
rl therefore they agreed, that Miniſters ſhould'make 


il their own form, and pray no other : then after that, 


i theſe forms ſhould not be uſed till he had coriferred 

WS with ſome of the able brethren of the. Church 
WE whereof he was Miniſter : then, the next ftep was 
that this prayer muſt be approved of bya Conncl 
'rethey might uſe them : -again, that oneand the 
ame form ſhould be uſed in ſeveral Churches; as it 
isat this day, all which, ſuch as are acquainted 
vith Hiſtory, cannot deny. But from this we con- 
ade, it was notſo from the beginning : and it is 
ident ' alſo. that the power of managing of the 
forſhip of Gods appointment (according as we ſee 
was in thoſe dayes) belonged to the particular 
dnorepations and each did(as to the circutnſtances 
theſeYas they judged moſt convenient, and tend 
to edification, nor did any other in thoſe days 
eermedle with theſe matters but in their own 
2burches; for did theſe Churches theraſelvesever 
t thing to their worſhip, or prefcribe an 

;. or reles of worthip to whith'the 
ily Borndthemfelves, till chis policy-ente- 
ut the: ris, which never hadany ſuceefſe 
pretended, _ - ſee that they: pray- 

2 £ 
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ed beſore, as they wes and.no man preſctibed 
words; they read accordihg to'the condition! of the 
times. The Paſtor or Biſhop exhorted to follow ſuch 
things as were read, and he gave thanksas he was 
_ able : they lang Hymnes compaſed by Godly bre- 

thren,&c. nothing impoſed-upon them, nor did any 
then pretend authority over them to giverulesty 
the Churches in thoſe things. . -., 

-- Thatinthoſ: ordinary meetings of theſe Church 
es, the private brethren({who were able)did (with 
out any allowance 'of any Church but the Cox gres 
gation, whereof they were members ) opet 
preach, exhort, admonilh, -and comfort one ano: 
ther mutually, ſec Rom. 15. 14. 1 Cor. 12, cb. 144 
yea they might Covet gifts to this end,, as the Apr 
itle there directs. the Corinthians : and it is (aid © 
them, 2.Cor. 8. 7. That they abounded in utrex 
ance, and how could this be known or uſed if notig 
their Aſſemblies, ſce alſo Colo/. 3, 16. 1 The. $, 
.:11, Heb,3.12.13.cap 10.24. 1 Per: 4. 10.11 
If it be ſaid that theſe had extraordinary gifts, the 

practice .therefore,is no rule. An/w. The Officet 
of Churches themſelves in theſe dayes,have no ſug 
extraordinary gifts ; and if the brethren now, hay 
ſuch oeinary vifts as the Officers have,.astotl 
.work (both being from God) ought ears - 
threnthen, by the ſame rule to imploy their ta 
alſo in an orderly manner ? (as the Apoiiges 
- ,cdtheufe of extraordinary gifts amongſt the 
ganthians) for the Churches good ; as levers 
old didufe their Exon ifts for the 
<A6999-iy Sole dayeny. eſpecially theſes fs wh 

y eli 

| era for the edifying of Kt ke 
as a were not given for that er bug ora 


- o | 
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to the unbelievers, 1 Cor. #4. 22, - This the bre-' 
thren did 'ordinarily in the Primitive Churches, as 
the Magdeburgh Divines alleadge out of: Ambroſe, 
that iff the time of the Apoſtles, in the firſt Church, 
it was granted to all men to preach and explain'the 
Scriptures, Cent. 4..c. 6 col. 491. and Fulk, a- 
gainit the Rhem. upon Rom. 10. allow this right, 
and urgeth this place of Ambroſe and Ruffinusto 
prove it. And in the Churches afterwards, the op 10aehl 
brethren did the like Fu#:ze writes, that in his terence 
time, the gift of Propheſying did flouriſh in the mga 
Church, Ewſeb. |: 4. cap.18.p.68. Irenews affirms oe faith 
that in his time every one receiving grace of Chriſt, her 
after the quantity of his tallent bent himſelf to bene- full! owe ”y 
firthe other brethreminthe name of Chriſt. Zuſeb, Ph ankot 
W/. 5. cap. 7.p. 82. This practice is alſo affirmedto ning heir | 
be lawful and uſual in thoſe dayes, in their open 944 e: 
Aſſemblies : yea when Biſhops themſelves were ber ac- 
Ml preſent irithe Congregation,as the Biſhops of Ceſa- the mea- 
LY nie and Feryſalem maintains and gives-divers in- fare ot 
ſtances in thoſe days againſt one, who found fault given to 
only becauſe they preached when Biſhops-were **=- 
Woreſcnt ; not for their;preaching only or otherwiſe,” : 
Fyct this alſo they juſtifie, as that which was lawful 
and in common uſe at that day : yea and that which s:e potoe 
Biſliogs themſelves did then defire the brethren 377,10, 
Pp. 109, 


Li 


| | and dif ; t 
Scripture, then we might doit3 andthe . 
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there further ſaith and alloweth,; that, in the A 
{tles dayes; they. came into, the Church: to the ink in. 
tent that; they might profitably Excrciſe the gifts! 
God gave ;: and by the fa fame (eſpecially by the gift 
of Propheſying) edifieone another, and. Teach © 
another. See this in Biſhop Fewel- reply to. Hard: 
ingp.192, 193. And the Biſhop himſclfagree 
thatthe brethren as well as Officers may have gifts 
of the Spirit ; theſe .are his words inp. 527.5 324 
That the Spirit of God is bound neither to ſharp. 
nefſe of Wit,nor abundance of Learning; oft-rimes)y 
(faith he,)- the unlcarned ſecth that thing that the 
rec Ray- . learned cannot ſee, and he there quotes Ephiphanut 
nold;in 1, 2. for theſe. words, only to the Children of thE 
| rence with Holy Ghoſt all the Scripturesare plain and clear. '* 
LR 53 Biſhop Nicholſyn-of ,Glouceſter..in his aforeſaid 
Book p.32.; from Row. 12.7 ,8. ſaith, that thoſe 
gifts are given to other Chriſtians as well as fo os 
cers,, and that they ought to uſe theſe tallents,” 
well as Officers; and there he proves it by « 
places of: Scripture alſo. ! So that it is plain, th 
the: brethren may have the Spirit of Godand ſuck 
gifts of Propheſying as Officers have ; ; then ſureh 
it's given to.them for uſe. p 
, pogo wh in his' Book before ime tio ed 
t thatit. was ſo in the Chugch*m 
ings of hep Jews;theſe are his words ;. "int xy 6 | 
Rs, who enjoyed any reputeforRe 
* igion.orknow! edge of. :the Law; was allowed 
© tree liberty of. Lerkas ay the orion gh | 
-PepplaGat rote. (faitwhe)jn Chriſt ; 


FF 


; 
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(39): 
The Truth-is, there'is not one preſident.of any 
edit for ſome hundred of years, of any complaint 
made againſt this praQtice ot uſe,as unlawful, irregu- 
lar of as.3n uſurpation of, or intruſion upon the Mi- 
iſters office,nor was there any decree intheChurch 


' + of God in thoſe dayes for the prohibiting of it. And 


it's very clear, by all the places before, that eyery 
particular Congregation didorder every thing a- 
bout this matter themſelves and none elſe; ſince the 


**Fapoſtles dayes, did intermedle with the ordering 
© thereof. 


Now, how the prohibiting of the brethrens im- 


/ om their Tallents in this cafe & robbing of the 


hurches of that profit Chrilt intended them, by 


""Ybeftowing ſuch gifts, will be anſwered-at the lait 
+ day can hardly be reſolved tothe Comfort: of ſuch . - 


who ſhall be active in it. | | | 
That theſe Churches or Congregations uſually Mr-Vines 


of the Sa. 


met together for the performance of theſc,and 0- crament, 


ther things, when, and where they pleaſed; andas ':'9+. 
often.as they agreed (ſo todo without any.preſcrib- cat theſe | 


»<d Rules inthe Apoſtles times, for either time or 'vicbes 


'E pow- 


place' (except on the Lords: day) and: that theſe e: (© to 00. 


F Churchesipractiſed according to this liberty, for 


ſome ages: we think. none can' deny, fince'the | 


, Sriptuxes-every where clear it, where the meeting 


f Chrifttan Churches is ſpoken of : fometimes4n 
Schools,ſometimes in Houles,&c. as the Churches 

aled,; and was moſt convenient forithem ; 'and 
one Cliubkch was no” rule in this, toanother; nor 
were any places: or; timeg/fet down,. as Rules*fgr 
norethar | | 16 walk by ; unle ©, 


they did vi ily approve of. anotherg;d, 
mote fone Fg warts te Apofc. 


Y dayesas the 'Afardebuygb Divines fay, 4/714 2 1-0 
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Raynolis Cap. 6. Col,492, 493; That no certain places 
Confer-. - or hours were preſcribed; or enjoyned in the Chut 
Hart, c 8. Ches 3+ but-each Church did herein as was ab 
dds venient, It'strue, we find, that after ſome” ti 
faith They, for conveniency of meeting, built ſome al: 
000999" ces, uſed others formerly” built for the comme! 
the ſo:g of rations of ſome Perſons or things, as Ecclefiaſtical | 
pg Hiſtory teſtifies. «And when the Arian Biſhox 1 | 
ces, now. *had prevailed with'the Emperor to fhut up rhol 
neu$1,-9"* places from other Chriſtians; theſe met in priv: 
every . Places, and built them new ones, and there met-byi 
and every themſelves, yet were not theſe flamed in thoſe days 
<vull” - for theſe meetings, though not in their publick, pla 
yea every CCS; Or any puniſhment awarded for them: Ng 
__ by theſe cruel Arian Emperors. In thoſeday 
remple ro Nothing but the Churches meeting in any place did 
eve Go confecrate that place, and Worthip was CC 
accepted ina Houſe as ina-publick Temple 7 i 
place, asin another; at one time of the Days. _ 
another, 3 
That in theſe Congregations Societies or particu 
ar Churches, and notelſewhere, for ſome agests 
gether from the Apoſtles downward; 
dors, ſcandalous finners, wicked perſons, &ct 
ing members of the Congregations, were! admoi 
iſhed Publickly, and incaſe of obſtinacy-grnote - 
Mr vine, OusfaCt, caſt out of the Church, by the 6& 
vpon he ' the whole Congregation, whereof he wake 
046. ber; thatiis; The wholeSociety, Miniſters dr 


ay, Thac thren met together for that Jn wor WL 


'" - of a Fgairdto be received in 
Ehurch of that the judge of : ITD his Cate, ly 1V. WT 
Chriſtian , | b 
c ſuch, ro ; and'only1 wm b 
proven Vine _— The: of Azr.orq Cwhic 
(64 baron Oongregaion, home in ode place te = | 


: 
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er to-partake of Ordinances, as before is proved) 
dthis power, 1 Cor;5. where the Apoſtle blames 
whole:Church for not caſting out the wicked 
on, ver. 2, charging them to meet; and doe it, 

the name-(or power) of our Lord Jefus, ver 45. 
nd gave them to know, or put them in mind, 

[What it was their power and duty to doe it, ver. 
»E2. do not ye judge them that are within ? faith 
ee, is it not your duty, and power to judge them 
teWatare within your Church? 1s it not your practice 
mh to doc ? That this authority of theirs in this 
patter carries the force of his argument, is plain, 
om his concluſion, ver. 13. Therefore:put away, 

>c, he would not have made their bare judgement, 

at ſuch-a power reſided among(t them, or that 
dey practiſed ſnch a thing, | his premiſes for ſucha 

yFolitive concluſion , had not the right of judging 

end caſting out been in them, according to Chriſts 
ind; inthat of AZatrh. 18. Tell the Church, &c. 
ſhop Fewel was of the ſame mind from this Text, 

| tau ſach a Church only (who can eaſily meet 
lone place as a Church; not the general Church in 
ne ſence or another, is capable to hear what is told 
Mem, &c. . See his words before ſet downat large. 
the ſame Apokle writes to this Church again, 

a Church to receive the ſame perſon in again, he 
ing-maniteſted great repentance, And to this be 


ng es:them by ſeveral arguments. 


Firk That the former Cenſure of many was ſuf- 


R untoihim. 
th 2ly, 7. Leſt hs ſhould be overwhelmed with/ſor- 
| 1 608 "— 
"Thirdly,/ Becauſe of Satans device and. < 
wch roms wp y-that which was a 


+ Godto heal,” 'T refoxe the Apoſtle echo 
; them 


« 4) 

 themto receive him iti again, 2 Cor,.2..6:, 7», 8, 
which argues ſtrongly, that their powes lay. inti 
alſo, as incaſting himout.-So he wrote tothe Gah 
rhians to cut off ſuch who troubled them with, f A 
doctrine, And we find the ſeven Churches 1 in 4 
acting thus, and not» one blamed for the neg "I 
another in this matter; nor one commended; 
go0d in another, but each Church for it ſelf. Pen 
mus blamed for having ſuch amons(t-them that hy 
the doctrine of Balaam. Thyarira for ſufferin 
woman Fezebeltoteach and ſeduce,&c.T he Chi 

of Epheſus commended, for trying the falſe 

. tes, Rev. 2.2. 14, 15, 20. which clearly. ſhe 

- that theſe Churches had no dependen cy one - 
ther ; buteach had power both to try falſet che | 


and tohave caſt them out, not to have ſuffered th 
amongſt them ; and the not doing it, or the 


ing of it, accordingly is taken notice of byit 
Lord Jeſus Chriit, as a.neglect, or a-work of. 6 
Church, as particularly, and alone concerned, 
the whole body of each Church , as is ev der 
thoſe places, and theſe: words there uſed: 4 
cloſe of what was written to each Church... + 
what the Spirit faith to the Churches; _nat.t 
Oihcers,or particular Perſons offendingzor E W 
but the whole, and they blamed. for: ſaſlering 
Perſonsamongſt them. That thoſe Chard nog 
but particular Societies, or ſingle: C i 
andthe thingsſpoken are ſpokento the: c by 
of each Church, Ambroſous, ene Pe 
and Brightman affirm; Andialfo:Dr. Talks bY 
aal, and the Old Tranſlators,” them ſeven 
gregations. Epheſus one, and'that ſaid-to-{; 

one Flock, 4520; : For at this time were. 
titudes of Jews and Heathens in this City. 


\ 


þ 


(43) 
Wen Polycarp their Biſhop was calledont to ſuffer 
Wre were but few Chri'tians in that City; as E«+ 
w Hiſtory tells us. The Preshyterian Divines 


Fo this.” See Smett. P- 40, 41,43: 


Fertul. alſo tells us, That in theſe | onti- 
theſe things were done. In theſe affcmblies 


th he.) we make Exhortations and Threatnings, 
Divine Cenfures,that baniſheth Sinners, and ex+ 
Jeth them from our Communion : We Judge 
m'( faith he) with very great Circumſpection, 
auſe we know that God is in the midi of us, 
*knows»what we do; Apol. Cap. 39. p.137. 
this the- Mardeburg. Century Writers fully 
- Andalfo ſets forth the manner how the Con-, 
p: tions did it, Cent.1. Lib.1. Cap.4. col. 158. 
2," Cap. 4. Col. 358, 359. Cap.6. Col. 498. 
32in, they prove this from Auguſtine, Cent, 
Cap. 4. Col. 380, 381, 382, 3$3, 384, - And 
n, [they ſay, from Ambroſe ad YValentinianum 
rrzrorem., That thoſe Churches had this Pow- 
oe none elſe ; and this onghtto be done openly 
ne Congregation, the People being prefent,Cemr. 
I. 7. cot, 500, 501. And that, inthe Epiſtle 
he Roway Presbyters to Cyprian, it 1s 
at'the) Presbyters » Deacons, and Lay-People 
ens be together in Councel, ad! to ſpeak. 
conler-their own ſence and mind in theſe.things 
Tent. 3. + how $44 . "cl, 176. "152,153. 
that himſelf faith, That as the Peo- 
and whole Church hath/Power to chuoſe their 
Tompes 'Soif-the-Biſhops did fall into He 


nd | a 
Lavfel fo te Biſhop 20 do any thing 
he eve the Propler Councels / Cexr, 3, cap. 1 


. 


( 44.) 

eol. 173, 174,175, 176: And again, ' they' 
that Ortced did kt 6 the Pride of ſome Pric 
thoſe days, who did deſpiſe the Counfels' of 
Inferior Prieſts and Lay-Men, Cerr. 3. cap. 74 
151,152,153. Many more Teſtimonies migh 

offered for the proof. hereof in thoſe days,” 
denying it, or practiſing otherwiſe for many 
Mr. vize. And Mr. © Selling fleet, in the ſame Irenicum, pi 
upen the faith, as to a Power ariſing from mutual comp 

Sacrament and conſent of Parties, he acknowledgeth a Pe 
54, 191, to bindall included under that Compact. - Not 

mn Virtue of any ſupreme binding Power inthem 

this f. ly, from the free conſent of the Parties ſubmitting, 
and a1 . he; which he ſaith there, is moſt agreeable tof 
God gave Nature of Church-Power, being not Coerfiveyh 
as 81227 Directive; and then he avers, That ſuck wasl 
tw the Confederate Diſcipline of the Primitive Churchz' 
Cure? forethey had any Chriſtian Magiſtrate. Fromwh 
Emperor, Words of his may be gathered ; «That there was! 
God nave Agreement among(t Chriſtians of each«Society 
i othem, Congregation, to ſubmit to the Laws of Chriſti 

Church, be ſaith, none can be bound but thoſe that:conl 

: (and it canno tbe ſuppoſed that ſuch a confederat 
or Agreement can be well made among{tmorett 

_ canconventently meet in one place, as'| Char 

that all are bound who do thus. Confederate,or/ 
themſelves together in a Society : andithar this! 

ciety and Church by virtue of this Tanfederiti 
as a Church, hath Power in' this caſe to Heal 
as many as do come among{trhem} ahd' conls 
agreed;” that a real eonfederation qught tobe; 
tween thoſe who joyn themſelves together-in G 
pel-Ordinances1n Order to their being) a! ChurÞ 
and faith, -that none- will-deny this, who kno! 


- 
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atitiis that makes a Society tobe fo, which'is 
h a real confederation with one another. And 
fScrwards;p.148,149.tothe mattersin hand; more 
@oreſly he ſaith theſe things. . That the Jews,being 
hifi Church of God, ſecluded Men from their $o- 
ne&tics, which, ſaith he, may be looked upon not 
aſa civil, but a Sacred Action, and that they had 
{Wis Power of Excommunication : and for the Chri- 
an Church; he ſaith, the practice of Diſcipline 
Won Offenders was never queſtioned, &c, That 
xEoce; faith he, we gather in, thatit hath beenthe 

Wratice of Societies conitituted for the Worſhi 
God, to call Offenders to an account for their of. 
otnces, and if upon Examination they are found 
Wilty, to exclude them their Societies : and thatit 
the dictate, of the Law of Nature, That every 
»WPficnder againit the Laws of a Societie; mult give 
Wal account of his actions to the Rulers of the So- 
y, and ſubmit to the cenſures inflicted on him. 
7 all which ſayings of his, this will follow : 
hat every particular Church or Society, joyning 
2ether- by a Confederation among themſelves, 
e this Power within themſelves,to callOffenders 
account, and to ſeclude them their Society, wif 
ere be juſt cauſe found. - Yet take one place more 
im, ;andthen we ſhall Rave this as undenyable ; 
&i04p, 228, 229; - where he ſaith, It muſt inrea- 
bbe fuppoſed, that all Matters of the Nature of 
andal to the Church mult be decided there, Mar. 
8s. And.there he Argues, the Lawfulneſs of Ex- 
Prununication in Chriſtian Churches ; and adds 
Ws: Forifevery Perſon, (faith-he) might with- 
aw from the Society of ſuch a one, as-continued 


o 


tvle Society, and the Officers of it, declare ſuch 
' o_ 


/ 


2 Cor. $. 
19,23. 

x1 Cor 16,3 
AE.14.25. 
37+ 

AR. 15.30, 
Colol.4.16, 
19 


and as a Church Received Letters; 


(46. 
a ane to be avoyded both in Religious and Far 
civil Society ; which ( ſaith he) is the formal 
ture of Excommunication. Thus Mr.” S:illine 


Lodgeth this Power in every Society or Ch 


4.9 


joyned rogether by mutual conſent, over every 
that conſented ; by the unqueitioned practic 


the Churches, Nature of Societies, and the 
Law of Nature. | 


To theſe Churches, for the moſt part, the 4 


ſtles weredirected, which the Apoſtles wrote, 
cially when they wrote to any as a Church ;' 
the Corinthians, Theſſalonians, &c. ''And; 


they wrote to more than one Congregation, tha 
in the ſame Countrey, they directed then tt 


Churches, in the Plural Number ; as the Epil 


the Galatians : So the Epiſtle to the Churchs 


: 


Aſa ;, otherwiſe they wrote in general to'all 


Saints, or all in ſuch a Country, and not wo 
Church as ſuch. And to theſe Charches;” that 


The whole Body of cach of them, Officers anc 


ple, all Church-Aﬀairs were Directed. MF 


Churches, as ſuch, ſent Meſſengers, &c:"al 
ved of ſuch (to be ſentto them) by their 


aſſembled together to read them, to/ agre 


things that concerned the Church; as the Chi 
in Antioch, Feruſalem, and others, -$6'after 


Apoitles'days. Ignatius, Polycarpus,and othe 


wrote Epiſtles to Churches, as ſuch, difreQeddl 

to ſuch particuiar Churches, .and to the whole: 

dy of them+ and makes mention of theit\ Mi 
inthe Body of their Epiſtles; as moſt'of the A 


files did in theirs: See the Epiſtles of Polyca 


and 1g nating, at large. * Yea, the Emperors t 
felves, wher. they had any-thing to. write te 


Church, as ſuch, about any thing that did cont 


>. 6. 
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(47) ; 
n as a Church; as inthe Matters ofeletion of 
ilters or reſtoring them again after 'baniſhmenr. 
wrote tothe whole people of the Church, as 


(b. and Socrar teſtifie. See the Ep:iff, record- 


# 


Euſeb. of the life of Conſtantine, (ib, 3; cap. 
Pp. $2. 53, Socrat. lib. 2. cap. 2. p.252.253. 
, 18. p. 268. 269. 


So that by this we have herein before ſet forth; 


T þ 


neat it is placed by Divine authority elſewhere, or 


1 ough but a part of what is Extant to the ſame 


e) it may be judged ſomewhat. clear, that 
icular Churches have this power by Divine 
he,unlefe it can be proved by better evidences, 


this power is given to none at+all : which we 
« none will ſuppoſe. If therefore any have 
ited this power from theſe Churches,and inveſt- 


1 any other therewith, and continue the ſame by 


& of Humane Lawes, and fo hold the People in 
jection thereuntogz It will be neceſſary 
rant of Scripture be ſhewed for it : orelſe it 
'beſaidof ſuch as once it was ſaid of the Scribes 
I'Phariſees. March. 15. 1, 2, 3.45, 6- It is 
Itten ye ſhall do ſo and ſo. But you fay no, it 
l be thus and thus, as we may there ſee at large; 
I'( as Chriſt there concludes againſt them) he 
Inwvain do ye worſhip, teaching for Dofranes 
Commandemients of men. Or if men ſhould be 
Ir, Srilling fleets mind inthe generall, That there 
forme of government of Divine right: Or of 
Biſhop of Giowceſter his mind in this particular, 
atthe Peoples eleQting power was nota/Divine | 
- Yetlet theſe judge of it ſo farre as the ſame 


rlons agree the Contrary in the fame Book. And 
Mr Sear inp. 199. averrs that all cfſen- 
is of Church Gove are<Containedan Scrip- | 


rure 
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(48) © | 
ture clearly. That efſentials- are ſucli- things: 

are neceſſary to the preſervation of ſuch a: Sogi 
as the Church. From which words of his, may 
gathered; That he. grants here in a few, wai 
what he ſeems to bend his whole dilcourſe agai 
For, whatſoever is clearly contained in Seriptt 
is of Divine authority, all that is neceſſary for 
preſervation of a Church-Society, is therein « 
tained, therefore Church-Government z yea; 
very forme of it, being neceflary to. Churchp 
ſervation ( or elſe there needs no.talke-about it 
not necefſary) and contained in the whole of i 
Scripture, is certain and of Divine right. - And 
ifmen will not believe, that this doth follow;- 

he intends thereby, the forme ſhould be inclu 
but that he would diſtinguiſh here ; Then let th 
perſons allow, but that which Mr. Stzllingf 
grants afterwards in the ſame book, p. 417. wit 
is this. That that forme of Church-Governmt 
which comes neareſt to Apoſtolicall practice is 

beſt, and tends moſt to the advantage of thepe 
and unity of the Church of God. That this on 
is to be gathered from Scripture, and Antiqui 
Whence wee inferre, ifthen that be beſt and' 

for the Churches peace and unity, which: coff 
neareſt the Apoſtolick practice, &c. And this( 
vernmentand order, we have before ene | 
to evince, be ſufficiently proved. to be'neargik 

Apoſtolicall-practicc, and gathered to beſgir 
Scripture and Antiquity. Then, at leaſty.it/i8! 
beſt forme of Governmentin the Church, and 

for the Churches unity. and peace. And ſo fox 

Biſhops mind about Election of Minilters, 6 


vineright of the for uo arer lebe N 


\ 
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{ by him to believe what he ſaith further about it ; 

is words were before recited, That this was de. 

ived upon the people from rules of Chriſtian equi- 

and ſociety, and had admirable effects, as we 

ave fully ſet down under that particular head of 

e Churches power in chooſing their own Mini- 

Whers, look over his Words in: p. 27. of his Apol. 

1 whence in brief may be obſerved ; That, except 

aWany other way of chooſing them than by theſe Con- 

1 pregations (as before) be detived from the ſame 

les and have the ſame good effects ; or it cannot 

de proved that thoſe rules and effects are equally 

5ood with theſe, atleaſt ; Then it follows, that 

at way of making Miniſters by the particular 

hurches EleQion, is the beſt, and molt for the 

hurches, and alſo for the Miniiters advantage ; 

g/The Excellency of thoſe Rules, and the Delireable- 

jeſs of thoſe Ends, Rill remaining ; and the contra- 

y effects from a contrary practice being apparent, 

$:8nd the rules whence this latter way came in, can 

peeardly be made out to be of equall worth with the 
olWules from whence the former was derived. 

July Well then, if theſe premiſes be true and cannot 

me diſproved by better evidences and authorities : 
e ſhall offer to conſideration theſe things. 

Firſt, Why ſhould any judge evil of thoſe who 

wn, and practiſe according to this ? Or how in- 

ed, can any ( convinced of theſe things ) joyn 

emſelves to, or have to do with any Church 

Congregation denying theſe things, or oppoſing 

em, or giving up this power to others, and caſt- 

is off their duty up on others,and whoſe Minifters 

re made after another manner and impoſed upon 

? Or how can any ſuch convinced Ones have 

ddo in Congregations and Ordinances otherwiſe 

Ordered 


(59) 
Orderedand Acting then according to this rule, 
in faith to expe Gods preſence and bleſſing in it? 
how can any knowing theſe things. ( withoutre- 
nouncing Chriſt asLord andLawgiver in his church) 
own and ſubſcribe to the exerciſe of this power by 
others, then theſe Churches ? much more, how 
can any ſo convinced, enforce others to give ſub: 
jeion to any Uſurping this power without ſina- 
ainſt Chriſt, Whatſoever is not of Faith is ſinz 
ſothat if we are found in the practice of any thing in 
theſe matters not commanded at all, or of any thing; 
commanded, in other manner then is preſcribed by 
the Law of Chriſt ; we cannot groundedly believe 
Mr. Hoo! . for a bleſſing there, having no promiſe for it : Na 
er keclel. it is fin if we do but doubt it, Row, 14. 22. 23, 
the Pre- Therefore every one ought to be at liberty till he bt 
zace, convinced andfully perſwaded in his own mind,er' 
he meddle with theſe things. 

Secondly, Surely this then juſtifies and com- 
mends ſuch, who being fully perſwaded of the trutt 
of the premiſes, do endeavour to regulate theit 
practices in all Church affairs by theſe rules : for 
the Scripture ſaith, as we have received how ough 
to walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo ſhould we aboune 
&c. 1 The. 4. 1. andas T ymothy was charged, tt 
continue in the things he had learned, and had bee! 
aſſured of, knowing of whom he had learned them, 
and that from a Child he had known the Holy 
Scriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 14415. So are Saints in ge 
neral commanded to ſtand faſt and hold the Trad 
tions which they have been taught by word or 
piltle, 2 The; 2, 15. eſpecially when they hay 
by reading and ſearching the Scriptures like th 
Noble Bereans, Att. 17. proved theſe things tt 
be fo, and find that the primitive Goſpel Churd 
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es practiſed according to this ; and ſo, trying all 
things, hold faſt that which 1s good, and ſtand fait in 
"Mthe liberty Chriſt hath left them ; for inTodoing 
they are lefſe like to erre, Mark, 12. 24. do ye 
Waoot therefore crre, not knowing the Scriptures, 
&c. Andif theſe have their foundation for their 
"Wpractices here, they may boldly ſay with Paul, Act. 
"24. after the way they call Hereſie, ſo worthy T, 
&c. believing all things that are written, &c. 
' Biſhop Zewelin his reply to Harding, p. 111. al- 
> Wleadgeth theſe words out of Cyprian /:b. 2. Epiſt.3. 
ſpeaking of Biſhops) If any of my Predeceffors 
"Whave not followed or kept that thing which the 
ord by his Example and Commandement . hath 
aught us, he, for his ſimplicity, may be pardo- 
ed, but if we wilfully offend, there is no pardon 
or us, who are already warned and inſtructed of 
heLord, | 
Again, that after God hath once opened his truth, 
ous, if then we ſhall continue in error, &c. And 
pain in p. 144. he quotes Cyprian, ad Cacil. lib. 2. 
pif. 3. for theſe words. It 'behoveth the Religt- 
Mn we profeſſe;and our reverence towards God and 
"Whe very place and Office of our Prieſthood, to kee 
"Wie Tryths ofthe Lords tradition, and by the Lords 
dvertiſementsto correct that thing, that by certain 
ath been amifle, that when he comes in his Glory 
d Majeſty, he may find us to hold what he warn- 
d to keep ; that he taught us, to do that he did. 
| which words of his preſſethan exact keeping to 
Fe Rules leftus,when we know them, 
a" Butif it ſhall be objected, that the people of the 
"F-iurches are unlearned, and cannot underſtand 
5 "I iptures, and thence 'tis they miſtake and wreſt 
—Triptures; thatit is for learned Men, who under- 
D 2 ſtand 
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ſtand Tongues, &c. to give the meaning of Scrips 
tures, and that others ought to ſubmit to their judg- 
ments Herein, and to -practiſe as the learned Fa- 
thers and Doctors of the Church have done belore 
us. | 
See Helix For Anſwer hereto briefly, Firit, Tic /\p6: 
redo > ſtle by the term ['unlearned, Jintendsnot unskiltul i 
of 11ſ- T ONSUES, nor in humane learning, but unskilfu! ir 
cult pla- the Spiritual meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in the 


Ces of 


of scrip- Scripture. We know the Goſpel is hid to ſome 


nn FOE, them that are loſt, &c, though otherwiſe nevet 
io... folearned wiſe or great ; and to others it is giv 


to know, 

Secondly, That in this ſence, the Scripture is nc 

underſtood by the help of the greateſt Art & Skile 

Tongues, nor the largelt humane Wiſdome of an 

(this can only reach the lcttcr) but by the helpe 

the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The thingsof Gol 

, are fooliſhneſs to the Natural man,nor can he kno\ 

them, becauſe they are ſpiritually underſtood « 

diſcerned, Now ſurely, none will deny but that 

Seethe man may be very- learned and wiſe in humat 

" things, and have great skill in Tongues, and ye 
berween be but a natural man ſtill, that 1s, not having 

and H4e* Spirit of God, by whom ſpiritual things are opet 

« 2.0. 58. tOus,where is the Wiſe? whereis the Scribe? whe! 

205% P is the Diſputer of this world ? and God choſe 

*O0liſh things of this world to confound the wi 

&c. that no fleſh ihould Glory in his preſence, 

_— '2. is abundantly clear in 1 Cor. g. 18, 19, 20. 27; 

11.12, 29, And this was apparent amonglt the Je 

14+."2-+1 their moſt learned men ( Sctibes 'and Phariſee 

Job.z.10. Chief Prieſt, &c. with all their learning and pt 

4--13.'7- tence to greater knowledge than' the reſt of. 

26.9. + Jews, could not find out the mFEaning of the 
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phets concerning Chriſt, but Crucified Him; and 
Chriſt ſaid of them, that they were the blind lead- 
ins the blind, and that they were therefore blind be- 
cauſe they thought they did ſee above others, al- 
though theſe were as confident, that they were the 
only knowing men ;* as the learned Doctors, 
and Rulers of Churches of latter ages, have been 
ofthemſelves. And the contrary on the other hand; 

we ſee men of no knowledge in Tongnes,&c. nor —_ 
much worldly Wiſdom when Chriit by his Spirit <!'s Reply 
had opened their under{tanding,they then under- men 
ſtood the Scriptures. | | $26 


Luk.24.44 


And for thisend amongſt others was the Holy ;;. 
" © Gholt promiſed to the followers of Chriſt, he him: /'b* #12) 
ſelf ſaid, that ſuch as believed ſhould not fit in dark- Joh. 6.4. 
neſs, but have the light of life; that his Spirit ſhould ***'- '7- 

take of his, and ſhew it to them. And the Apoſtte : ep:8. 
ſaith, the anointing which - they ſhould receive Job.3. 37, 


ſhould teach them, &c. 

Thirdly, That this Spirit of God is neither pro- 
miſed nor given to the learned Doctors, able 
Schoolmen, or Govecrnours ' of - Churches only ; 
but is promiſed to all believers in general, and ſo 
beſtowed upon all Chriſts members in common, 
though indifferent Meaſures, as the Spirit pleaſeth ; 
and many times more abundantly upon ſuch, who 
had leaſt of outward greatneſs, of -skill in- the 
tongues, or humane Wiſlom, that God might be 
glorified the more, and that no fleſh might glory, 
as in 1 Cor. 1. ch, 2. before mentioned doth clear. 
therefore ſuch may come to the knowledge of 
Chris mindin the Scriptures hereby, as well as 
learned men. % 

Each part of which anſiver Biſhop Fewel in his 
reply to Harding, Biſhop Carleton in his little 
| D 3 Book 
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ſtand Tongues, &c. to give the meaning of Scrip 
tures, and that others ought to ſubmit to their judg- 
ments Hercin, and to practiſe as the learned Fa 
thers and Doctors of the Church have done beiore 


us. 
See Hels For Anſwer hereto briefly, Firſt, Tiic /\p0- 
mart ſtle by the term ['unlearned, Jintendsnot unski!fuli 
of 11- Tongues, nor in humane learning, but unskiliu! in 
cit xla- the Spiritual meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
of Scrip- Scripture. We know the Goſpel is hid to ſome 
"re.  tothem thatarcloſt, &c, though otherwiſe nevel 
to * ſolearned wiſe or great ; and to others it is giv 
to know. | . 
Secondly, That in this ſence, the Scripture is nc 
underſtood by the help of the greateſt Art & Skile 
Tongues, nor the largelt humane W iſdome of an 
(this can only reach the letter) but by the help« 
the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The thingsof Go 
. are fooliſhneſs to the Natural man,nor can he kno\ 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually underſtood « 
diſcerned, Now ſurely, none will deny but that 
Ser the man may be very- learned 'and wiſe in humat 
rence things, and have great skill in 'Tongues, and 
berween be but a natural man ſtill, that 1s, not having t 
and 11,25 Spirit of God,by whom ſpiritual things are oper 
« 2.0. 58. t0us, where is the" Wiſe? whereisthe Scribe? whe! 
20,*P- is the Diſputer of this world? and God choſet 
*2O0liſh things of this world to confound the wi 
&c. that no fleſh ſhould Glory in his preſence, 
_ '*- iS abundantly clearin 1 Cor. g. 18, 19, 20.275 
11,12, *29, And this was apparent amonglt the 
15*.'2.41 their moſt learned men ( Sctibes 'and Phariſee 
Joh.3.10. Chief Prieſt, &c. with all their learning and pt 
4-13.17, tence to greater knowledge than' the reſt of, 
26.9. - Jews, could not find out the mFaning of the 
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phets concerning Chriſt, but Crucified Him; and 
Chriſt ſaid of them, that they were the blind lead- 
ins the blind, and that they were therefore blind be- 
cauſe they thought they did ſee above others, al- 
though theſe were as confident, that they were the 
only knowing men ;* as the learned Doctors, 
and Rulers of Churches of latter ages, have been 
ofthemſelves. And the contrary on the other hand; 
we ſee men of no knowledge in Tongnes,&c. nor gy et 
much worldly Wiſdom when Chritt by his Spirit <!'s Keply 
had opened their underſtanding,they then under- mp 
ſtood the Scriptures. EV 

And for thisend amongſt others was the Holy ;;. '** 
Gholt promiſed to the owereet Chriſt, he him: J*b* 8-2 


ſelf ſaid, that ſuch as believed ſhould not fit in dark Joh. 6.14. 
neſs, but have the light of life; that his Spirit ſhould *?*-'- '7- 
tike of his, and ſhew it to them. And the Apoſtle : :p:a. 

faith, the anointing which they ſhould receive /**-* *7: 


ſhould teach them, &c. | 

Thirdly, That this Spirit of Godis neither pro- 
miſed nor given to the learned Doors, able 
Schoolmen, or Governours 'of Churches only ; 
but is promiſed to all believers m general, and ſo 
beſtowed upon all Chriſts members in common, 
though in different Meaſures, as the Spirit pleaſeth ; 
and many times more abundantly upon ſuch,, who 
had leaſt of outward greatneſs, of skill in the 
tongues, or humane Wiſdom, that God might be 
glorified the more, and that no fleſhmight glory, 
as in I Cor, 1. ch, 2. before mentioned doth clear, 
therefore ſuch may come to the knowiedge of 
Chrits mind in the Scriptures hereby, as well as 
learned men. 

Each part of which anſver Biſhop Fewe! in his 
reply to Harding, Biſhop Carleton in his little 
D 3 Book 
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Book before quoted, -and others fully maintain: 
We ſhall tranſcribe ſome few things firſt as to this, 
It is not learning but the Spiritof God that makes 
men able to underitand Scriptures. Biſhop Fewel 
P.216, he ſaith out of Tertul. Contra Hermoge- 
em, that knowledge of Philoſopty and affiance of 
learning hath cauſed Diviſions and Hereſies in the 
Church, and therefore he called the Philoſophers 
the Patriarchs of Hereticks ; Again inp. 5 26,5 27, 
out of Chryſoſtome he ſaith, that to underſtand Gods 
Word, we need no filogiſmes or knowledge of Lo- 
gick, Husbandmen old men, &c. do underſtand 
it, that 7/;an charged the Chriſtians that their wo- 
men were ſo learned inthe Scriptures, and again 
Pp. 532. he ſaith, out of Epiphanixs lib, 2. that only 
to the children of-the Holy Ghoſt all the Holy Scrip- 
tures are plain and clear : and again p, 4.34, thatit 
is true that fleſh and blood is not able to underſtand 
the will of God without ſpeciall revelation, Chriſt 
opened the underſtanding of his Diſciples, that 
without this ſpeciall help of Gods Spirit, the word 
of God is unto the reader (be he never ſo wiſe or 
learned, ſaith he) as the Viſion of a Sealed Book, 
&c. - Secondly, astothis, that the Spirit of God 
isnot given to the Doctors, rulers of the Churches 
or Learned men only ; but alſo to all the members 
of Chriſt in common, in ſome meaſure ; and that 
they ought to ſearch the Scriptures,may underſtand 
them by the help of this Spirit, as well as the learh» 
ed, who have skill in tongues, and humane learny 
ing. Cardinall Cajeran (though a Papiſt) atthe 
Councel of Trex affirmed this; That a ſence- of 
Scripture, againſt the ſtream of the Dottors us not 
to be rejelted if agreeing with other Scriptures ; 
For God, ſaith he, bath vor tyed the ſence to oby 
0 
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old Dottors. Concil. Trident. bb, 2. p. 148. Bi- 
ſhop Fewel in the ſame Reply to. Harding.p. 205. 
faith, Thar Chryſoſtome dd perſwade his people ro 
read the Scripture ;, That they are plain and eaſie ;; 
that the Jgnorant and Simple men, by prayer unto 
God may attain unto the knowledge of them without 
any Maſter or Teacher, by himſelf alone ; and he 
there quotes» Chriſoſtome in Math, Hom. 2.in P/. 
43.ad Coloſ. Hom: 9. Contra Anomeos. How: 
3.in Gen, Hom. 35. and for theſe words alſo, If 
thou uſe to pray diligently, there 1s no cauſe thok 
ſhonldeſt deſire the teachins of thy fellow ſervant, nolds his 
for God himſelf will abundantly enlighten thy mind SN 


rence wich 


without any interpreter ; and again, it cannot be Hartge. 2. 
that any man with great ſtudy,fervent deſtre,reading Em 
the Scripture,ſhould be deſtitute, though he want the 
teaching of man, yet will God himſelf from above en- 
ter into our hearts, and lighten our minds and our 
reaſon, and open things that are hid, and become 
our teacher of ſuch things we know not. 

Apain inp. 519.531. $32. $34; ec. he alledg- 
eth many Fathers to prove that the. people onght 
to be diligent in fearching Scriptures both men and 
women ; That that is the way to keep from Here- 
fies; That ſuch who ſearch cannot be deceived. 
Andinp. 526. 527. hefaith again, out of Gerſor. 
That the weighing and conſideration of Faith per- 
taine as well to others, as to the Prelates ; yea to 
the Lay People, and that better many times ( ſaith 
he) then to many Prieſts. And that we ought ra- 
ther to believe a Lay man, if he bring the authority 
of Scripture then the Pope and a generall Councill, 
And again p. 532. he (ſpeaking of the underſtand- 
ing of the Scriptures) ſaith, That in theſe things 
the Spirit of God is bound neither to ſharpneſs of 
D4 Wit 
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Wit, nor to abyndance of Learning; oft-tim 
the unlearned (ſaith he) ſceth that thing that tl 
learned cannot ſee. And again after p. 5 34. having 
ſaid before, That without the ſpeciall helps of Gods 
Spirit, the word of God is as a ſealed Book, & 
He there adds theſe words, That this revelation is 
not ſpeciall to ſome but generall to all the membe 
of Chriſt. And he here blames Mr. — fc 
having ſo low an eſteem of the Vulgar people, a 
the Scribes and Phariſees had of the followers df 
Chriſt : Theſe are accurſed not knowing the law, 
ſaid they, Though the Apoſtles ſaith he, calls them 
Citizens with the. Saints, and of the houſhold*e 
God. Apain p, 537. That the learned Fathers 
have evermore thoucht,that in ſuch perillous tim 
of diſſention in Judgment,it is moſt behoofull for the 
pcople to have recourſe unto the Scriptures, At; 
17. And outof Chryſoſtome : in opere imperfelto, 
Hom.49.upon theſe words, ye thall ſeethe Abomb 
nations, &c. That Chriſtian men who will be aſſur- 
ed'oofthe true Faith muſt reſort to nothing but Ho- 
ly. Scriptures, elſe (ſaith he) they will be offends 
cd and periſh ; and not knowing which is the true 
Church, and by meanes thereof they ſhall fall into 
the abomination of the deſolation. And out of 
Chryſoſt. Hom. 49. That we may in no wiſe bes 
lieve the Churches themſelves, unlefle they ſay and 
do ſuch things, as be agrecable to Scriptures, As 
gain *p, $44. he ſaith out of Theodoret de natmrd 
hominzs.lib, 5. That you may commonly ſee, no 
only the teachers of the people and Rulers of t 
Churches, but alſo Taylors, Smiths, &c, do un» 
derſtand the Principles of our Religion z women 
who live of their labour, Servants, Husbandmenz 
Ditchers, &c, can reaſon of the Holy Trinity, 4 
tne 
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Creation of the world, of the nature of man, 2 

it dealmore skillfully than either P/ato or A- 

forle was ever able to do, and that Orrgen ſaid to 

v8 Hearers thus, when I ſpeak what I think meet; 0rigex in 
amine and judge you whether it be well or other- {h"2_ 

8c. Upon which words the Biſhop concludes Bithop | 

tin old times the Vulgar people were able,not _—_— 

ly to underſtand the Scriptures, but alſo to judge ration of 

heir Preachers. And (as to our Fathersexam- © mn 

) he ſaith p. 542. that our Fathers examples are #9146. 

Mt alwayes ſufficient Rules : for (ſaith he) they Jer 44-17, 
e been led in Ignorance, Many Hereticks (ith - 00H 

ED) plead nothing but that they were born in, liv- * 

in that they now praQtiſe, and received from 

ir Fathers. So much of this Biſhop here. 

A word out of Biſhop Carleron,and we ſhall coh- 

de this. He in the ſame Book;(called a Directi- 

to; to know the true Church, p. 23.24. 36. 37. 

mb. 39. 44. 46. 47.53.) there affirms and proves ._. 

ur-W many Fathers, that the Scripture is the-4udge of Conte. 

To-Wtroverſies ; that we muſt not tak& What the 7*nce be- 

ids Wufch teacheth without limitation : For (faith Raynolas 

rue, ſhe hath a Rule to teach-by the Scriptures ;- and *"* _ 

nto {Wong a; ſhe teacherh by this, ſhe ts ro be beard. That 46 ns 

ol is a manifeſt ſliding from the true Faith, and an 

26+ Waenr ſion of Pride, to rejelt any thing that 15 writ- 

nd, or ro bring in any thing which 1 not written: 

t we ſhould not regard this or that mans ſayihgs; 

ſeekSall theſe things out of Scriptures, from 

ch we muſt in nothing depart. And of the Pa- 1.5. concrs 

ts, he ſaith, Thar hey preſume that they deal Torment 

h ſimple men, who may not examine thetrr Do- Cited by 

ines; and therefore he adviſeth us, leſt we ſhould >N-y"016s 


| k hens © inthe 
 Wdeceived, to look ro our Rule, which is the Scrip- ſame Con- 


of Fe. Now, from all this we have tranſcribed; we rence. 
he may 


P.493. 
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may conclude this Objection to be fully anſwer 
and the Matter undenyable ; That other Memt 
of the Church beſides Learned DoCctors, skilled 
the Tongues, and Governors of the Churches 
underſtand the Scriptures by the help of the $y 
of God, That they ought togread them, 
ſearch them for this end; That God will give 

- them his Spirit to open their Underſtandings; 
ſometimes more to thoſe, than to the-Learned 
Gors : That Learning and Worldly Wifdom & 
not unfold Scripture without the Spirit of G 
That it is no ſafe way to follow our Fathers ſte 
no, nor the Rules of Councels, nor Churches, 
further than they follow the-Scriptures : That: 
ſafe in times of diſſention.in Judgment to! make 
the Scriptures : That the Scripture is the Judge 
Controverſies, Now, we know it is in vain 
unlearned men to read, and impoſſible to ſearch 
Scriptures , or try Doctrines by them, if 
ynlearned inthe Tongues cannot reach to underlt 
mz- Or- may not conceive of the ſence of t 
and give their Judgment of them ; as thejr®g 
Rule for their own Practices, And ſurely it is 
ground enough for any Man to believe, that ſuc 
thing is the truth, and to expe Gods Bleſſing 
©.-. thePracticeof it, barely upon this. . That Lea 
Hi,” ed Men, Nay, though very Godly Men,. have 
ſem: Interpreted ſuch a Scripture, or was of ſuchan 
Leauze Pinion about it, or that the Learned Godly M 
9.om. who went before us, did praQtice thus ;, unleſs 
Les 8. on ſo he himſelf be by their Demonſtrations and R 
Job.4. . ſons, clcarly atisfied in his own mind, |that t 
bis Expo- "<1 x and Practice therein is really the 
non rutn. . G b 
Ron.'3. If thefe things be full to anſwer ſuch an Obje 


G69) 
by Mr. Harding againſt the Proteſtants z why 
as full and ſuitable, every way to confirm the. 
yer here Offered by Proteftants to the ſelf-fame 

ion made againſt them by their.Fellow-Bre- 
n ? | 


it ſhall be Objeed further , That many 
timonies for the proving of the Premiſes, from 
ce theſe concluſions are drawn, are not Scrip- 
2s, but Traditions. To this Anſwer may be 
de * | 
irſt, That thoſe Examples and Evidences con- 
oF with the Scriptures, and (therefore the 
rc heed to be given to them; eſpecially conſide- 
5 that theſe are only Matters of PraCtice gene- 
kef8y owned , and not contended againſt in thoſe 
xs ; and alſo conſidering how ſome of theſe Te- 
n Wonies have remained ſo many hundred years un- 
iterated againſt all the Endeavours of Rome,and 
rs, whoſe Intereſt and Practice theſe things op- 
: and who have for their Intereſt ſake corrup- 
moſt of the Fathers and Councels, to make 
m ſpeak as they would. 
ſecondly, That they are the ſayings and conſent 
ient and Modern Writers, and Men of dif- 
t Judgments in other things ; yet all accord in 
as the Practice in thoſe days in theſe things, 
that it was by Divine Right, which may add 
weight to them. But, | 
irdly, No more will be demanded, That theſe 


{Wtimonics ſhould ſpeak for the Matter in hand ; 


the Adverſaries cauſe, theſe and the like Au- 
rities to teltifie againſt them : Surely it will be 
ited,that they areas forcible,and may as ratio- 
y be uſed, where it makes for, as where it makes 
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' We are to keep the Ordinances and Order on 
delivered inthe Chutch, as they were delivered 
the Apoſtles, and according to which the Chure 
of God in the Primitive times did walk : Be ye 
lowers of me, faith the Apoſtle ; Keep the Ori 
ces, (or Traditions) 45 I have delivered th 
#nto you, 1 Cor, 11. 1,2. Therefore did he, 1 
the Corinthians there had erred about the Lt 
Supper, ſend them again to the firſt Inſtitution 
regulate themſelves by : after he had told then 
their diſorder, ſaid, / have received ofthe 
that which I delivered unto you. That the 
Feſus the ſame Night, &c, and ſo repeats ap 
the whole Inſtitution, in the ſame Chapter, ver, 
24, 25, 26: forms nothing anew, but repeats 
he himſelf 'received of the Lord, both for Mat 
and Form. © | | 
- "Thirdly, Doubtleſs, ſuch who fear the med 
with any other manner of Churches, Miniſters, 
dinances, or other manner of Miniſtration, 
to joyn with them, or partake in them, are'to 
commended, if they are confirmed by theſe | 
dences in the truth of the Premiſes : For the $c 
ture tells us, we may not add to, or diminiſh fn 
the Rule the Lord hath ſet us, but Obey that 
every thing, Demt.4. 2. eſpecially ſince the'd 
Hooper of any thing in God's Worſhip not commande 
King tdw, ſo dangerous. What became of Nadab and ! 
hu, for their doing that which was not conimiiti 
though not forbidden in any expreſs wordsy! 
there could beno warrant in God's Law; Lev, 
1,2, 3. Godalſo complains of ſuch, Fer. 91 
for building High-Places, which he comma 
not: Therefore God'did not only dire&t and 
mand about the Tabernacle and Temple, and ev 


ro 
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thereof, but alſo every Tittle of the Worſhip 
rcin, and the manner and Circumſtances there- 
put. And Godtakes it ill, as an intruſion upon 
5 prerogative Royal, when Men ſhall preſume 
do any thing, in his Worſhip, as a part. thereo 
ich he commanded not, or walk therein by any 


Wher Rule than what he hath. preſcribed , for no 


an was permitted to vary by adding, or dimini- 


ng. 
Me Stilling fleet, in his Irenicum, p. 6. faith, 
at whatſoever is looked upon, as a partof Wor- 
ip, if not commanded of God, it is no way ac- 
ptable of God, therefore unlawful, Mat. 15. g. 
dfaith, That Terral. de Orat, Cap. 12. rejects 
thoſe things, as ſuperfluous and ſuperſtitious , 
ich are done without the Authority of the Lords, 
his Apoſtles commands. So ſay we, that ſach 
vary purpoſely may expect that God ſhould re- 
a them, and their Offerings, and ſay to them, 
bo hath required this at your hands? The Pro- 


See Bio 
ihop An- 
drews up» 
on the io. 
cond 


commande 


ment, 


ct [ſaiah,, Chap. 24. ver.5. tells us the ſadef- 


As of ſuch things: The Earth, faith he, « de- 
d under the Inhabitants thereof, becauſe they 


9 4/grefſed che Laws, changed the Ordinances, &C. 


D , 


7 
pl 
16 
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ſhop Fewel, in his Reply to Harding, p. 111. 
uotes Cyprian, for-theſe words which were. be- 
ecited, That if anyof my Predeceſſors bave not 
rt the thino the Lord hath taught us, he for bus 
plicity may be pardoned; but if we wilfully Of- 

4, there 1s no pardon for #4, who are alrea 
arned, andinſtrutted of the Lord, Yea, further 
ſay, all men are to be excuſed, though they pon- 
well,-and do not haſtily embrace theſe things thus 
tered or added, till they are well tryed by the Rule, 
the ſame Biſhop Carleton, in the ſame my 
ug 
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his Epiſtle tothe Reader, ſaid; Becauſe Se 
pretend ſo much to love Sonls, -and glory ſo mue 
the Name of the Church; he ſhould be careful te 
tbe Spirits of ſuch men, that ſpeak, in them; 
ſaith he, ir ts a great fault to believe any thing w 
out tryal : Again, Truſt neither us nor them, m 
you have tryed; try before you truſt, And he th 
quotes Chryſoſtome for theſe words to his Heare 
That they kh d be more careful in trying Dot 
which are delivered to them, than in telling of 
ney, Apain, That the Rule we walk, by, muſt 
known and certain; if not known, no Rule toi 
af not certain, no Rule at all. And this alſo, 
he, Cardinal Bellarmin agrees. And Biſho 
cholſon, of Glouceſter, in his afore-ſaid Book, 
67. adviſeth ſuch , who would be ſatisfied at 
Church-Government, to ſearch it to the depth, 
ftay till he hath conſulred the Ancients, &c. a 
P. 41. tells us, That it will not be enough for us 
anſwer , that we have followed the Judgment 
this or that Church; but upon what certain ground 
we have followed it. That the ground of Conk 
ence is Science; which alſo, ſaith he, flows fro 
certain prime, immediate known Principles ; 
from probable or conjetural. From all whit 
fayings of the Biſhop, it's clear, That there is 

of trying things e're we praCtice, thet 

fore not haſtily to embrace things of this Natur 
And the rather too, becauſe ſome things may 
Cy to Gods Ordinances,and yet not truly fu 

was Feroboam's Feaſt he Inſtituted, 1 Ks 
T2, 32, 33. The Text ſaith, Jr was like to th 
which was Obſerved in Judea, but it was not t 
fame; for he had forged itin his own heart. 
in ſuch caſes mcn may the eaſier be deceived, 
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Apoſtle, Titus 1. 13, 14. forbids us to give 
heed to. Jewiſh Fables and Commandments oft 

n, who turned from the Truth; therefore try- 
thoſe things, whichare offered toourpraftice 


 Mihe Matters of God, is neceſſary, e're we: med- 


: That we may diſcern, whether Godhath-com+ 


#&Þxded them, or whether they are not Jewiſh Fa- 
's, or at beſt, but the Commandmentsof Men 


ed fromthe Truth. Nay further, Cheiltans 


not to buſie themſelves in enquiring into any! 
tier way, or manner.of Worſhip than what God. 


Wh preſcribed. Jſrael, when they-werea Church, 


s charged, Dewr.12. 30,31,32. notto enquire, 
ing, how did thoſe Nations Worſhiptheir God,, 
t they ſhould be enſhared : But God gave them 
preſs Comman ment in-theſe words ; That what- 
ver thing I Command you, obſerve tows it': thou 
it not add. thereto, nor diminiſh from it ; Thus 


Wd held them to the Rules he had preſcribed them: 


the Matter and Manner of his Worſhip, And 
( well knowing how apt thoſe his owp People 
e tofall in with another-way of Worſhipping: 

that which he preſcribedy and that they. were 

to be. taken with the general way of Worſhip 
din moſt Nations, as afterwards they were for 
Civil Government as other Nations, although 


4 had appointed it otherwiſe at that time'Y cau- 


4 


is them before hand not ſo much as to enquire 
another way, but cleave to that which-he-had 
iered them. 
dw cautious then ſhould Chriſtians be of. ſud- 
I Medling with any thing in Divine Worſhip,and- 
urch affaires, till-it be fully clear to them, . that. 
ry part therein, with which they have to do, be 


d: Commandment, and agreeing tq — ; 
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and not the way only of the generality of -Workſhj 
pers, and Cultomes ofthe Nations, and thoſet 
went before them. 

And ler all this therefore perſwade men (x 
would have theſe cautious ones puniſhed for thi 
practices, wherein they walk by the Rules of 
Word and'/primitive example (as before) anda 
for their Non-conformity and forbearing to 
ſcribe to another way: though they are not p: 
ſwaded or convinced by Gods Word, and ſuch ] 
ſtimonies as are produced, that this other waz 
of God, or that God will own and bleſs them 
it) to hear them ſpeak further! for themſelves 
the words of the Godly Presbyterian Miniſters, 
their Petition for Peace and amending«he Liturg 
P.5,6. 18., They are theſe: Suffer them, 
deſire nothing but to Worſhip God atcording toi 
Will, as near 4s we can: God, ſay they, u 7ea 
in the Matters of his Worſhip. And for their 
berty in this, they offer theſe Reaſons. 

- Firſt, Becauſe they dare not conſent ts that whi 
they Fudge to be Uſurpation of Chriſts King 
Power. 

Secondly, Becauſe They dare not be guilty of 4 
ation to,or diminiſhing from his Worſhip,or doing! 
by any other Law than that by which they mf 
judged : Suppoſe they miſtake, yet it is comme 
ble, ſay they, that they are fearful to diſpleaſe G 
and dare not do this which they judge to be fin 
gainſt God: Should not the Love of Chriſt put 
upon tendring of ſuch as are tender of Gods 1 
our : For he, ſay they, that ſhall do that to pled 
Aen, or eſcape Sufferings, which he thinks «. 
m0 doubt deſerveth the wrath of God. And 
(ſay they) ſhould be loth to drive Men upon | 

thou 
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though we know their own infirminzes to be the occa- 
$0141 t is Gods prerogative to ſearch the heart, Math, 
7.1.2. and theſe are ready to appeal to God, that 
what they” do 1s only becauſe they would nor fin; 


- MAnd if others ſay they ſhall ſtepinto Gods Throne, 


and ſay, it is not for fear of finning, not Conſcience' 
but Obſtinacy; all humane converſe, ſay they, up- 
2n theſe Terms, will be overthrown. And asin 
heir Book of proceedings upon the Commiſſion 

ith the Biſhops,p. r 1. It willnot juſtifie us in the 
day of Judgment (if we ſin)to ſay, that our Superi- 
ors Commanded us. 

Fourth'y, That alſo it may be granted ſurely, 
that no man may rationally be blamed, much lefſe 


| Wpuniſhcd for not obeying the Lawes of any perſons 


254 Church who aſſume to themſelves, the name 


Wof the Church, as inveſted with authority to make 


Laws, to impoſe upon others in theſe Church mat- 
ers : For, if a fourth Church on Earth diſtinct from 
e three deſcriptions above, be not found, and pro- 


Wed to be veſted with this power, and capabletoex- 


Cute it according. to Chriſts mind ; none of theſe 


Whree did ever execute any ſuch Power, the two firſt 


= 


how 


ver made Laws, fince thcy grew to big to meet in 


Wn: place, the third neves made any to be binding 


jr obſerved further than in, and by the ſame Con- 
rregation or Society, where they were made, and: 
dy whom they were agreed to. 
Itis true we find, That other Churchesliking the 
Rules, of ſome one Church, did imitate them and 
pree of the ſame in their Churches alſo, as Socrar. 
| his Eccleſ, Hiſt, lib, 5. cap. 2.1.P. 351. &c.:afs 
ms, That in thoſe dayes there were diverſities of 
Doſervations and Rites in ſeveral Churches, without 
y forcing of any ; but every Church as it ſeemed. 
| ! E . good 
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200d to them ;, and that ſuch as liked thoſe Rites did 
commend them to their Poſterity for Laws, « 

And Mr. Thorndike in his Book called the true 
way of compoſing differences, pag. 26, 27. faith, 
That if a part of a Church(ſpeaking there of a Ns 
tional Church, as men tearm it) ſhall give Law to 
the whole, ſuch part that ſo doth, for ſo doing are 
Schiſmatick,lftherefore any particular Church (be- 
ing but a part of the whole in his ſence)lhould make 
Rules for the whole, or if it be faid that the Con- 
vocation or Synod is ſuch a Church, who have this 
Power to make Laws for the whole, theſe alſo are 
but a part of the Church in Mr. Thorndikes ſence, 
and but a little part too, If. theſe therefore ſhall 
give Laws to the whole; then hear what Thorn: 
dike faith. If yet they ſay, This is the whole 
Church in their Repreſentative, Anſwer firſt, 
cannot juſtly call themſelves the Repreſentative 
of the whole ; for they were neither choſen nor ſent 
by the whole, nor did the whole ever intruſt them 
with any ſuch Power : Nor were they choſen; 
ſent and intruſted by the particular Churches of the 
whole, without which (in any rational way) t 

cannot be ſuppoſed to be the whole Church, in her 
Repreſentative : no, nor the Church of Englandit 
her Repreſentative, if not ſo ſent, choſen and in- 
truſted by the particular Churches thereof as a- 
bove; nor will they (we preſume) challenge ar 
authority from Chriſt, immediately derived upo 
their perſons to be the Churches Repreſentative 
and to make Laws for them. -_ 

" But Secondly, If it ſhould be granted (thoug 
againſt all reaſon) that they do indeed repreſent 
the Church of England : yet then it muſt be pro- 
ved by the Word of God, or very good authe 
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that any ſuch Repreſentative was called the Church 
«| and ſo accounted, and hath ſuch power to make 
1, Laws for many Churches or Congregations 

.. Divine-right, and to whoſe Laws thoſe Churches 
| were bound to give obedience for Conſcience fake. 
” If that in As 15. be urged, it ſeemsto bealto- 
e | gether impertinent, unleſſe they will make the A- 
:« | poſtles (and whether all or ſome only we cannot de- 
nl termine) che Elders of the Church in Jeruſalem, 
::M andall the brethren of that Church, a Convocati- 
ref on, or Synod, And ſuch another we can hardly 
e | find ndw adayes ; that this was ſo and no other, is 
all apparent from the very Text, for all theſe met to- 
-x-|| gether about the matter, and it is ſaid verſe 22, 
ole /t pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole 
Church, to ſend choſen men of their own Cans 

&c. cheif men amongſt the brethren; and 'in'th 
next verſes we find, That the Apoſtles, Elders and 
Brethren, wrote about the matter, and fay, Ir ſeems 
good to being aſſembled together, with one accord 
t9 ſend, &c, here the brethren were as much the 
Convocation, as the Elders. But then alfo conſi- 
dex the cauſes, why the Church at Antioch ſentto 
this Church at Fer«ſalem about this matter, and 
why they in Feruſalem write their mind again 
o them, they are two. The firſt may be Suppo- 
a, that is, becauſe there were ſome of the Apo- 
es, the ſecond is Expreſſed, that is, becauſe thoſe 
nen who came to Antioch and preached the Cir- 
ciſion there, pretended that they camefrom Fe- 
#ſalem, from the Apoſtles and whole Church 
here, with this DoCtrine : therefore was there 
Wreat reaſon, why they ſhould apply themſelves to 
Wicm to be reſolved of the truth in that matter, for 
dout the ſame queſtion Paul and Barnabas had be- 
E 2 fore 
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fore Wiſpuited at Antioch, and alſo mark the matter 
they write about, it hath a ſuitableneſs to that, 
which they had deſired to be reſolved in. The epi- 
in ſtle tells them, that they who wrote the Epiltle,had 
wy given no ſuch commands to thoſe men to teach ſuch 
7 things, ver. 24. And further, That it ſeemed good 
zo the Holy Ghoft to lay no greater burthen upon them 

than ſuch neceſſary things therein mentioned, which 

things were neceſſary to be abſtdined from ; be- 

cauſe the uſe of them would then have offended, 

and fornication was fin in it ſelf; and by the way, 

note, hereareno new things required to be dbne of 

thoſe, but ſomewhat they ſhould forbear to* do, 

N becauſe by doing it they may offend ſuch who could 
not judge it to be lawfully done, and fin. Here 
now is not the leaſt footiteps for ſuch a Synod as 

the Convocation, our Council of Biſhops or Mini. 

ſters, as a Church to make lawes which ſhall be 
binding to any more than themſelves, who agree 

to them. For the Church at Fer »/a/em (had fuch 

a thing fallen out with them as did at Antioch; 

- That ſome had come from Pauland Barnabas, and 

that Church, with falſe Doctrine unto them) might 
as well have written to them at Antioch, to have 
been refolved, And Paul and Barnabas, and the 
Elders and Brethren of that Church of Antioch 
might have written an Anſwer to them with equall 
authority. 
Nay, but is there ground to give like credit of 
ſubjeCtion to a Rule of any Convocation or Sync 
now, as there was to the Apoſtles in thoſe days! 
Surely No; But if it be ſaid, that they are tht 
Churches Repreſentative, and their Lawes are tt 
Lawes of the Church by humane authority only 
then it will be neceſſary ro prove, That ſuch, wl 
tf {Oe 
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take uponthem to make Churches aad Convey po- 
wer tothem, by their Lawes, have ſuch a power 
delegated to them from Jeſus Chriſt ſo todo; - O- 
therwiſe their Lawes will not creat ſuch a Church 
with authority in theſe caſes, and to whoſe Laws 0- 


| bedience is to be expected for Conſcience ſake. 


The old Rule muſt be remembered, None can 
give to another that he hath not in himfelf. 

But if it be ſaid, that the Governours of the 
Churches of a Nation or Kingdome, with the Ma- 
viſtrates authority , have power to-determine of 
matters indifferent in their owne nature, abput the 
worſhip of God and in Church Government, and 
by Law to impoſe them, upon the particular 
Churches of that Nation. 

For Anſwer to this firſt, we think it a matter of 
no ſmall difficulty, for either Magiſtrates or -Go- 
vernours of Churches,or both together to.determine 
what things are ſo indifferent in their own Nature, 
about the worſhip of God, 'and as to their uſe and 
praQice, that they muſt needs be ſo accounted by 


all the members of the Churches there : For this is ;;,,x.., 


Chrilts Law Rom. 14.be- Fecie! Po- 
ing clear in this; That if any abſolutely indifferent p/.cce. * 


Neceſſary in this Caſe : 


thing uſed or impoſed be really an offence to weak 
Chriſtians, that is, when ſuch weak ones do upon 
ſerious thoughts, judge the. things themſelves in 
their agyn nature, not indifferent, or elſe. as they 
are uſed and circumſtantiated, but finfull or ſufpiti- 
ous, 1n this'caſe they may-not be uſed by other 
Chriſtians, much lefſ impoſed : For if theſe weak. 
ones ſhould do this, when impoſed, while they 
thus judge, they ſhould fin, And for ſuch as look 
upon theſe things and impoſe them as indifferent, 
they may without the leaſt ſcruple lay aſide the uſe 
E-$ -- Oo 
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ofthemthemſelves, 'and much more diſpenſe with 
others for not uſing them : For a thing purely in- 
different may as well not be uſed as uſed, eſpecial- 
ly when they' prove an offence to others; If mey 
chooſe to Oey God rather than Men. 

Thus faith Mr. S:lling fleet in his Irenicum. p, 
63. That nothing ſhould be determined, but what «s 
ſuſficiently knownto be indifferent ia its own nature, 
and he there confeſſeth, that there ts a great aifficul- 
ty to know ſufficiently what #5 ſo ;, and gives this ag 
his reaſon, becauſe one looks upon that to be indiffe- 
| rent whych another doth not, And again in p. 118. 
| See Door 119. Heſaith, that the power of Governours in 
| Forein theſe things extends not to bind men to go againſt the 
edthe Mi- dictates of their own Reaſon.and Conſciences, and 
|. Godliveſs again there, ſaith he, when all is ſaid every man 


Bookio. will be his own judge in this caſe concerning his own 
q | $16.86, * Welfare, and that an erroneous Conſcience takgs 
9 creating of 770t off the obligation to follow tbe dittates thereof, 
a 

| 


— So that from this (were there no other thing in the 


caſe, but that men do differently judge of the ſame 
'# things, both as they are in their own nature, and 
{' alſo in their uſe and ends) Church Governours 
bt | would find it work enough to determine ſuch things 
Fr ſo as 1t cannot be an ene to any : which thing 
4 muſt be regarded, if Chriſts Law be had in any re- 
yerence, Yet further, there are many otber conſi- 
derable things in this caſe, as to their uſe ang ends, 
and as thoſe things determined may be circumſtanti- 
ated. As firſt, when things determined to be uſed 
jn the matters of Gods Worſhip, do nat intruthan- ' 
ſwer the ends oi their uſe,and whereto they werede-/ 
| termined above others,as for Edification, Decency, 
Order and Peace in the Church, and in theſe caſes 
alle, every man mult be his own judge, vicſha 
« | 


S 


(71). 

it doth in truth lead to thoſe ends, ornot; the 
may be offenſive, and then (if the Apoſtle Paxt, 
may be judge) they are not to be uſed, for the to- 
tall laying afide, and not uſing ſuch things at all, 
will tend moſt to Peace and Edification, Rom. 14. 
10. and thus the Fathers in former ages judged; 
for which Mr. Stilling fleet in his aforeſaid Book. p. 
68. 69. Quotes Ang. Eprſt. 119. ad Fan. Cap. 19. 
for this, that he deſires there,that ſuch things might 
be taken away, and uſeth theſe words as his rea- 
ſons; T hat although we cannot poſitively ſay, how 
ſuch things as os do manifeſtly impugne our Faith; 
yet in that they load our Religion with ſervile Bur- 
thens (which the mercy of God hath left free) that 
they makg our condition worſe than that of the 
Jews for they,although ſtrangers to Goſpel liberty, 
bad no burthen charged upon them by the conſtituts- 
ons of men, 'but only ; the lawes and commandments 
of God, And again p. 61 62. he Quotes Ambroſ. 
and Auguſtine againſt impoſing of things indifferent 
upon this very Sround, becauſe they anſwer not 
the ends intended but produced the contrary effects 
and he therefore cites theſe words of Anpuft. to 
this purpoſe, 1 ſaith Aug. have often found it ta 
mygrief and ſorrow that the troubles of weaker Chri- 
ſtians bave been cauſed by the contentious obſtinacy 
of ſome, on the one band, and the ſuperſtitious fear- 
fullneſs of others ,on the other in things whichare uÞi- 
ther determined by the authority of Holy Scripture, 
nor by Cuitome of the Univerſall Church, nor yet 
by any uſefullneſſe of the things themſelves, in order 
to the making of mens lives berter, only for ſome 
petty reaſon in a mans own mind, orbecauſe it hath 
been the Cuſtome, of their Country, or becauſe they 
bave found'it (o is other Churches; they raiſe ſuch 

| = E 4 quar- 
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quarrells and Contentions, that they think nothing 
Rioht .or Lawfull, but what they doe them) 
ſelves, 
See the Secondly, Another thing may make the uſe of 
Confe- indifferent things about Gods worſhip unlawful as 


rence of 


R-ynolds to their uſe ;, thatis, where they are uſed by the 
wi:h Har!, f ; q f di, hi b 
©8.953:0. generality of people, not as indifterent things but 


Raynolds asneceflary ; with an opinion that their worſhip is 
maAancains 


be Not perfect cxceptit Le perſormed after the manner 


Svey 56.of determined, which is an abuſe of them. Ir, is true 
move iu 


thinzs as the Papiſts ſay of their Images, they are but indif 
our farkers ferent things : yet it is well known, that the ge- 
rernezco Nerality of them do not ſo eſteem of them; which 
error and Mr, Srulling fleet alſo fully agrees, in the ſame 


ſoperſtit® pk p. 64. Soit is certainly known amongſt us 


quo es the Proteſtants, that the generality do look upon and 


Canon 


Law,Dif, Eſteem of many things (indifterent in thcir own ne 
63, foric. tyre) determined and long in uſe, as neceſſary ;6 
that they think no part of Gods Worſhip,or Church 
affairs well performed, or perfect, if not exactly 
done, according to that rule detefmined and inule; 
and therefore will not willingly do any thing other- 
wiſe; though they were never Compelled to it b 
law : which indecd hath been the ordinary effe 
ofa Conſtant uſe of any indifferent thing about wors 
ſhip or Church matters, that people by Cuſtome 
and Uſage drink down an opinion of the neceſſity 
off their uſe , and cannot cndure their removal t 
Wherefore that - indifferent things might be till 
known to be ſo, and ſo accounted : they ſhould'be 
uſed - indifferently ; and not- the ſame conſtantly 
—to prevent this ſuperſitious and Idolatrous opinion 
men apt to haveofthem by their countenance. Bi- 
fhop Zewe! inhis reply to Harding p. 542. ſaid 
that many Heteticks plead norks 8, but that they 
| were 


(73) 

ing ſere born in, lived in that which they now pr afiſe 
bem $14 recerved it from their Fathers. 

Now for others to uſe theſe things, otherwiſe in- 
e offxdifierent in themſelves, is to harden theſe intheir 
ll asrror and ſuperſtitious opinion. 
the] Thirdly, This alſo may make the uſe of Indiffe- 
but ent things unlawfull, when the things determined 
P is Þnd_ impoſed are not ſo. judged by thoſe, who de- 
ner iermine them ; nor determined and m—_— by 
rue hem as things indifferent, but as things neceflary. 
dif. ln this caſe it is not tobeuſed; then much' lefle im- 
ge- poſed. Proteſtants in generall agree ; That it is 
ich Fficient 'warrant for our ſeparation from _the 
me Church of Rome, becauſe they impoſe things upon ' 
us fſmens Conſciences as neceſſary, which are doubt- 
nd Full, unlawfull, ſuſpected , or offenſive to weak 
ne fhrethren. This Mr. S:/l:g fleet agrees in his faid 
; ſo YBook; "and again in p. 119. he faith, Let men turn 
rch Jard wind themſelves whether they will, by the ſame 
ly Ldrgurments that any will prove ſeparation fromthe 
fe; {Church of Rome Lat#full becauſe ſhe requires wn- 
er- Flawfall things, as conditions of her communion ; It 
J will be proved lawfull not ro conformtoany ſuſpetted 
CM Jor unlawful prattice required,by any Church Gover- 
+ fnours upon the ſame terms, if the things ſo required 
ne fbe pon ſerious and ſober enquiry judged unwarrant- 
ty J able by & mans own Conſcience, Andagainp. GT. 
I: $62. he ſaith, that whatſoever is impoſed as neceſſary 
ill Jdorh immediately bind Conſcience; and that none 
de ſcan have command of Conſcience, but God himſelf, 
f; {For all theſe things ſee what the X7agdeburg Divines 
nfhy. Bhat in the uſe of theſe things we muſt takg 
M- f beed left weak, brethren be offended, or obſtinate 
d I or refraltory ones, in their pertinacious and ungod- 
9 | y opinions, be confirmed, Cent.» 1, lib. 2, Cap. 4 
ef' Col, 
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Col. 414, 415,416, And again, That they 
be uſed freely; if Compulſion happen not, Opinic 


of Worſhip, Neceſſuy, Scandal, or manifeſt Occa- 
2: of Ungodlineſs. But, ſay they, if any of the 
things happen, by which the weak, and Godly are 
Offended, the Refraltory and Adver ſaries of Truth 
are confirmed in their error, then theſe things ought 
not to be uſed freely. Cent. 1. Lib.2. Cap. 4. 
Col. 441, 442. | i 
But if it be faid here, That theſe things are not 
determined, as things neceſſary, but as things in- 
different : For Anſwer, Firſt, Neither thoſe who 
determine theſe things, nor thoſe who do impoſe 
them dodeclare, that ſuch things ſo determined in 
the whole of them,are indifferent things in their own 
Nature, nor that they ought to be ſo accounted in 
the uſe of them. And Secondly, It ſeems clear, 
they do determine of theſe things above others,an 
ſo uſe themſelves, not as things-indifferent, but as 
things neceſſary, and ſo immediately binding to 
Mens Conſciences : For either they determine of 
them, above others, and ſo impoſe them, as things 
tending to Peace and Edification, and for Decency 
and Order; or for no end at all (unleſs it be to 
make Men bow to the Judgment of ſuch Men whe 
thus determine;) if the latter, no warrant can be 
pretended for it; if the former, then are the things 
neceſſary (if we mult look on them to tend to this 
end more than other indifferent things do) for 
things, truly tending to thoſe ends, we are bound 
to regard by Divine Command,. and ſo the Cor 
ſcience becomes bound. Whatſoever Fyings in 
different in their own Nature, be determined abo 
others to be uſed in the Matters of God, as that 
which above otherthings tends to Order, Decen- 


Ch 
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, Edification, or Peace and Union in the Church, 
x impoſed by any, who have Power forto Judge, 
etermine, and impoſe them ; in this caſe Obe- 
nce mult be given, either becauſe thoſe things 
zindeed beſt conduce to the End ( and then we- 
zeht to uſe them without impoſing , if we look 
them ſo. ) Or becauſe we are to believe them 
be ſo upon this ground, That God ( having gi- 
f =e Power to theſe Men to determine in theſe 
rs and impoſe) doth alſo give them Spiritual 
idom and Judgment above others in theſe things, 

X y them infallibly to determine of theſe 

; to which we ought, by Divine Command, 
| Noa our ſelves, Ex f upon either of gheſe we 
)bey them, our 'Conſciences are immediately 
"und, and they become neceſſary things : For we 
eCommanded to follow thoſe things which make 
r Peace and Edification ; and alſo to' Obey them 
ich have the Rule over us. Upon one or both 
ele grounds Governors determine and impoſe, or 
on none at all; either that the things are above 
hers for Order and Decency, Edification and 
ace; or as the Governors are ſuch over us, whom 
ought to Obey, in theſe things, as infallibly 
ded, 


ASELS 


F any ſhall pretend that they ate not determined 
Fnfallibly the beſt to the-ends propoſed, then it - 
ll follows, That. no Obedience at all can be ex- 
ed from ſuch Perſons, who may Judge ( and 
t rationally and Chriſtianly too ) that thoſe de- 
nined things, in Truth do not anſwer thoſe ends 
poſed, ſowell as other things may do, but ra- 
r that they hinder and oppoſe them. 

But further it will appear, that indifferent chings 
determined and impoly, not as indifferent, but 


as 
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as neceſſary : firſt then, when the Laws about 
things are made ſevere; and leſs ſtrict about thi 
neceſſary ; and when the Execution of thoſe ſeve 
Laws are violcntly preſſed by thoſe Perſons whod 
determine of theſe indifferent things, and at th 
ſame time good Laws about neceſſary things y 
regarded. . \ 

Secondly, Then when ſuch who cannot ſubmit! 
the indifferent thing impoſed, in the manner of « 
ing, may not uſe the neceſſary thing it ſelf, as 
to Exerciſe a Mans Miniſtry in the Church, ove 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made him a Biſhop 
Ornot to meet, pray, exhort, &c. and Worll 
God, ag he hath appointed. Not to Baptize, I 
to Communicate at the Lords Table, not to & 
out wicked Perſons, or remove Offences ( 
which things are 'neceſſary, being Gods Ordina 
ces) unleſs they do all theſe afterthe form and ma 
ner determined and impoſed ; yea and then, whe 
they are ſet ſo high, That no Perſon who cannc 
fubmit to ſuch Forms and Rules in ſuch thing 
(which they call indifferent) in Gods Worſhip ca 
not, or may not have any Communion with tl 
Churches thus impoſed upon, but be Excomm 
cated upon this ground only, that they ſubmitn 
to thoſe determined things, as to thoſe which ar 

+ moſt Decent, and for Order and Edification, 

and Peace in the' Church, and impoſed as fuc 
though ſuch things be eſteemed otherwife of. b 
thoſe Perſons who ſubmit not to them,” If t 
make not ſuch determined things to become nec 
ſary Conditions of Communion, we know not w 
dath : And it may be, the things themſelves ſo 
termined of, may be in themſelves unlawful,ſuſpet 
cd,and Offenhive to weak Brethren. # 


(77) 
$o that from all theſe things which may happen 
athe caſe of indifferent things: It may eafily be 


ut 
'qQ ir 


be Wanted, That it is a very difficult work to find out 
at dings in their own Nature ſo indiflerent, that they 
« pull nor be doubred, ſuſpected, or jodged unlaw- 
5 "Wil, and not Offenſive unto any ; that ſhall ſo fully 


nſwer the end propoſed, that they may be deter- 
+ Wnined as the beſt above other indifferent things for 

hat purpoſe ; and not to be judged otherwiſe by 
ch Churches and Chriſtians who mult uſe them 
Fnd ſo to determine of the manner of their uſe, 
\ſieſhat the generality ſhall not eſteem them as neceſ- 
Fary, or uſe them ſo; or thatthey ſhould be ſo uſed, 
» Fasnot to reſtrain the free uſe and Exerciſe of Neceſ- 
( fry Duties of Worſhip, and in Church Afﬀairs, 
1:* Falthough performed in another way by ſuch, who 

'Fcahnot ſubmit to the way preſcribed, That the 
+. Juſe of them ſhall not harden or encourage the Re- 
| fractoryin their errors : All which things, nodoubr, 
- off ught to be well weighed e're Men undertake tode- 
'J termine of, and impoſe thoſe things which Chriſt 
MF hath left free, and which the Church in the Primi- 
tive times uſed as things indifferent ; and each 
..} Church ordered and altered as they pleaſed : For if 
J cither of theſe things fall out in the caſe ; theſe indit- 
FJ ferent things may not be uſed, though they ſhould 
"i be granted to be never ſo indifferent in their own 
- v& Nature, much leſs may they be impoſed. | 
4 But, Secondly, If the Matter were granted to 
be evident, that they might find out, and determine 
of indifferent things, fo as to anſwer the ends of 


1S 


Word can theſe: make out, That this Authority is 


their uſe, and be freed from the abuſe : The next, ,,, 
thing to be reſolved, is, By what Rule of Gods Taylor 


J derived uponthem from Chriſt, thus to determine y. 109, 


of 
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Mr Hook. Of one indifferent thing above another to anſwet tl; 
erin his Ends of the uſe thereof, and to be impoſed nponaſh,, 
Eceiel.Po- the Churches within their reach. Either they my 
Iry,faclt wy x . | 
Book.p.26, have it immediately from Chriſt, and have prom; 
27. n©13e 1s of Guidance herein; or conveyed to them by, 
ir is thr the Churches themſelves. Toderive it from Chrilffp, 
men mov's ;mmediately is a very hard work ; and ſure they 
pleace will not challenge it as conveyed to them by thi 
ve »£ Churches, unleſs they will firit acknowledge tl 
Ly conſent Churches to have this Power in themſelves, andſſe 
immedize then make it out, that every particular Churchand, 
app"-nt- Society in that Nation, have given their Vote toig- 
ment of X X x ' 
God. truſt them with this Power ; but the Truth lyethin 
Powerif the quite contrary: For, Firſt, Thoſe who under 
awtull, A 4 | 
thenitis take to determine thus for the Churches, w ill notf 
erher _ confeſs, That theſe Churches have Power to de-fi 
conſented termine of themſelves , or to chooſe any to dettr-f 
to by them mine for them; and then they can never prove any} 
they exer- ſuch Power by the Churches Vote, No ſuch things 
eve the were knownamong the Primitive Goſpel-Churches, 
elſe given For every Church or Congregation did in theſe in. |; 
exrri6on different things even as they amongit themſelves 
God. judged fit, andagreed, being left free by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, ſo the Churches uſed them. None 
for many Ages undertook todetermine, nor did the I 
Churches impower any ſo to do. Nor indeedis 
any ſuch truſt repoſed in any Perſons, by the Chure 
ches at this day. The particular Bodies of Congre- 
gations, and many of their Officers too, are look-. 
ed pon in this Matter , as inſignificant Cyphers. 
It is true, Epiſcopal Aſſemblies,after a few Apes, be- 
gn cotake upon them to give ſome Rules to Chur- 
ches ( thouzh thoſe were Obſerved, but ſo far as 
the Churches thought good ) yet theſe determina- 
tions of theirs, anſwered not the ends pretended 2, 


For, 


_e: 

Wor, as it is cited before in this Diſcourſe , out of 
Ji) gory. That Contentions have been always in- 
UBeaſed by Epiſcopal Aſſemblies; fo, he that reads 
ne Eccleſiaſiical Hiſtory smparttally, may every 

Where plain!y perceive the truth thereof : And how 
| Oifir they anſwered the ends of Order, Edification, 
mUPeace, and Unity in the Churches in theſe days, we 
hall leave the judicious obſervers of ſuch things to 

Edge, Then may we enquire further , Zow ary 

rational Account can be given, why one part of the 

Chriſtians in a Nation, and thoſe very few in com- 

par+ ſor: of the whole, ſhould determine of ſuch things 
0-Yro be 6mpoſed, for all the reſt, ſeeing no ſpecial pow- 
"Wer is derived upon them ſo to do, nor any promiſe 0 
I nfallible Guidance in this matter entailed uponThem 

"Fore chan upon others, Andas to theſe Matters we 
ſhall offer a few things more, in Mr. Stzlling fleet 

"Jhis own words, in the ſame [renicum, P. 45, 46. 
WiThat the Paſtors or Governors of Churches are com- 

inded, Mat. 28. 20. To teach' what Chriſt had 
ommanded them; but no Authority, ſaith he, there- 
ly given to make new Laws to bind the Church, but 
ather a tying them up to the Commandments 0 

brift, already laid down in his Word. For, fait 
ie, 4 Power to bind Mens Conſciences to their de- 
terminations lodged in the Officers of the Church, 
ſt be derived either from the Law of God giving 
bem this right, or elſe only from the conſent of par- 
ies: For any Law of God, there is none produced, 
ith he, with any probability of Reaſon, but that, 

eb. 13. 17. Obey thoſe wha have the- Rule, &c, 
"F-ut that, ſaich he, :mplies no more than ſubmitting 
' Wo the Dottrine and Diſciplme of the Goſpel, and ro 
Be boſe whors Chriſt hath Conſtituted as Paſtors of bus 


BEbnrch, wherein the Law of Chrift doth require+ 
Obedience, 


* _ 4 * -©.0 Q o [_F 4 —-. 
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obedzence, &c. But this (faith he) gives them no 4 
thority to make new Laws or Conſtuutions binding 
mens Conſcience, any more thau acommand fr 
# Superiour Authority, that inferior Alagiſtrate 
ſhould be obeyed dothsmply a Power in them to mak 
new Laws to bind them, Yet he here acknow 
ledgeth a Power arifing from the free conſent of the 
parties ſubmitting : which (ſaith he) 5 30jt aoree- 
able the Nature of Church Power, being nut c4- 
attive but direftive, And that ſuch was the confe- 
derate Diſcipline of the Primitive times ;, And a- 
gain further inp. 118, 119. That ifit be ſaid, chat 
men are-bound to be ruledby their Governours in de- 
termining what things are lawful and what not, he 
Anſwers, That ns true Proteſtants can ſwear blind 
obedience to Church Governours in all things ; That 
it is the Higheſt uſurpation, to rob men of the 
Liberty of their Judgment : That it is our plea a- 


Sainſt the Papiſts, that every one hath « Joc 


of private diſcretion, which is the rule 0 
as to himſelf. 

We (ſaith he) allow a Miniferial Power in the 
Governours : yet (he ſaith) this extends not to bind 
men to goagainſt the dittates of their own reaſon 
and Conſcience, their Power is on! y directive and 
declarative, and in matters of Duty can bind no 
more than reaſon and evidence brought from 
Scripture by them, doth. Again either thefefore 
men are bound to obey all things abſolutely, and 
without any reſtritionor limitation; which (faith 
he)if it be not Uſurpation and Dominion over 6 
thers Faith in them, and the worſt of impliat 
Faith in others; It ish:r1to define what either of 
them is: or elſe if they are bound to obey only im 
lawful things, / then (faith he) enquire, who mu 


practice, 


(81) | 
be judge what things are Lawful and what not : If 
F the Governors, ſtill then the Power will be abſolute 
again, for to be ſure ( ſaith he) what ever they 
Command they will ſay, it is Lawful either in it 
ſelf, or as they Command it. If every private per- 
ſon muſt he judge, what is lawful and what not, 
which is C anded, then he is bound no further to 
4 obey than he judgeth the thing to be lawful, which 
| is commanded, And he there affirms, (as we 


neous Conſcience takes not off the Obligation to 
-K follow the dictates of it. Again let men(faith he) 
he turn and wind themſelves which way they will, by 
ind} the ſame Argumentsany yill prove ſeparation from 
hat the Church of Rome, Lawſul ; becauſe ſhe requires 
the unlawful things as Conditions of her Communion. 
a4-J It will be proved Lawful not to conform to any ſuſ. 
entÞ pected or unlawful practiſe required by anyChurch 
ce} Governours upon the ſame Terms, if the _ ſo 
required,be upon ſerious and ſober eriquiry judged 
the unwarrantable by a mans own Conſcience, And a- 
4 geinin p. 120.121, hequotes Mr. Hales of Schiſm, 
on p.8.for this, That where any thing unneceſſary, ſuſ- 
nd pected, and by many held unlawful,is impoſed; it is 
no duty to ſeparate. See this more atlarge tranſcribed 
ny there 'in Mr. Srillingfleer, who there Commends 
ey Hales for as Learned and Judicious a Divine, as this 
nd Nation bred, And Mr. Sezlling fleet there adds 
i theſe words. Jf we (ſaith he )would rake away all 
0 F #nneceſſary things, ſuſpeited by many, and judged 
at animal by ſome, and make nothing the bounds of 
of our Communion but what Cbriſt hath done, &c, 
in 
” 
be 


allowing a liberty for matters of indifferency, and 
bearing with the weakneſs of thoſe, who cannot bear 
| | E things 


| $5 Baa .. See the 
4# have before ſet down) that every man will be his zithop of 


own judge in this Caſe ; and that the plea of anerro- nds cry 


| (82) 
things which others aocount lawful ; We might, 
(faith he) indeed be reſtored to a true Primutive 
luſtre, 

All which things of Mr. S:llingfleets may as forcea- 
bly be turned againſt the Magiltrates impoſing theſe 
things by Law,as againſt the Church Ggvefnors de- 
termining them to be impoſed : for if one were not 
abſolute in their Power,to determine of one indiffe- 
rent thing above another, for others to practiſe; 
ſure neither the other to impoſe ſuch things : for 
what ever may not lawfully be determined for, or 
required of, may not be impoſed upon others, and 
they compelled to obedience. Thatgyhich Chriſt 
hath left indifferent about theſe things ſhould be 6 
ufed, and no man ſhould preſume to take away 
their indifferency by impoſing them by force of 
Law ; fince God hath not given to every man alike 

< we. Apprehenſions of the ſame things, as the Apoſtle 

Hooker faith, one eſteemeth one day above another, ano- 

on __ ther eſteemeth oy day alike. And again, I know 

the Peface that nothing is unclean of it ſelf, but to him that 
aſeces 1" elteemeth any thing unclean, to him it is unclean. 
we doe, if All things are pure, but it is evil for that man who 
our own  eateth with offence; therefore he directs here, 
| jndgment that every manſhould be fully perſwaded inhis own 
_— mind, Roz. 14.5. 14. 20. and chap. 15. 1. That 
fic and the ſtrong ſhould bear with the infirmities of the 
good-0 be \reak, And again 1 Cor. $. 4. 7. he faith, we 
doing of i: know an Idol is nothing, &c. howbeit there is not 
6s nk IN CVErY man this knowledge : where he alſo in the 
ie hing  Jatter end of the ſame chapter, exhorteth thoſe who 
aobrrty do know,to have reſpect to thoſe who do nof&now, 
- 4-5 > and rather than offend them, not to uſe their own li 


ſecua Derty in ſuch things which were indifferent in their 


3.ok,p 5* wn Nature, | 
; Thus 


Tertul fo 
Scapula. 
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br, | Thus we ſee the Apoſtle (though he could infal- 
ve ff libly reſolve the lawfulneſs of the things in them- 


ſelves) yet would he be fo far from determining 
ea- } theſe things to be done by others who had 'other 
eſe I avprehenſions, that he would not ufe the things 
le- themſelvesy not would he have others to uſe them, 
ot | where their uſe proved offenſive to weak ones : 
fe- | and would have every one perſwaded in his own 
e; | mind (and this he knew was Gods prerogative only) 
for © Such who offend their brethren bythe contrary,fin 
or Þ againſt Chriſt. How then is it poſſible to juſtifie an 
nd FE impoſition of ſuch things by Laws(which ſay they, 
iſt U bind Conſcience to obedience becauſe the Mapt 
ſo I rate commands) upon ſuch who doubt of the faw- 
ay I fullneſs of the things themſelves, or as they are... 
of F circumſtantiated : for this is to put ſuch upon a ne- Moor in 
ke F ceſſity of ſinning, either they muſt do the thing in- js mov... 
tle N joyned, and ſo fin ; or if they do it not, they fin if ry of God- 
10- F not obeying the Magiſtrate (if the Magiſtrate ©m- —_— 
w | mands makes' it necefſary;) ſure we are, that ih 5:5,516,8c 
at | the Primitive Churches, they i thought ſo: for oaks Fa 
n. I neither Governours of Churches, nor Emperours Conſcience + 
ho | (when Chriſtian) did for ſome ages, determine for, et 
re, | or impoſe upon many Churches in theſe things ; Chriſtian 
vt | or if any did tamper this way, the Churches did not {55 -. 
at 8 take themſelves at all bonnd to regard it : for in marters of 
he } thoſe dayes ſo may Churches or Congregations, ſo M81%. 
ve | many ſeveral uſages'or forms in theſe things, as sceltC. 1.4. 
ot | each Church thought beſt and moſt convenient for {#: Ther. 
he } them. Thusthe Magdeburgh Divines agree Cent, ty in Reli» 
no} 2. Cap: 7. Col. 134.135. Thatevery Church had TE fo. 
W, f a like Power to exerciſe the Ceremonies received gunen's, 
li- } from the Apoſtles, or to make new ones for edift- ©7; votry 
Ar} cation: ſoalfoſaith Socrates of his dayes in his 5th. 2.159.100» 


Book 21, chap. Engliſh tra»ſl. p, 351. &c, That quithroot. 
D.2 in 
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mthoſe days there were diverſity of obſervations 
and Rites in ſeveral Churches, without any forcing 
of any, but every Church as it ſeemed good to 
them, &c. That it is plain, that the Apottles left 
every man free without Fear, Compullign, or Con- 
raint, | to adi himſelf to that whichdeemeth to 
him to be good and Commendable ; That: hardly 
-could two- Churches be found, that obſerved the 
ſame Rites, and Ceremonies ; that in the obſerva- 
tion of Eaſter and other holy dayes every man did 
as he thought good, &c., ſee this at large. 

So that from all that hath been ſaid in this mat- 
ter ; 'wecannot think that upona ſober diſcourſe, 
Thoſe that call themſelves the Governours of the 
Church will ever arrogate to themſelves, by pre- 
pretence of Divine Authority, any ſpecial right to 
determine of any indifferent thing above another, 
to be that which is every way lawful and inoffen- 
ſive, and that which is moſt for edification, decency 
and order, unity and peace in the Church : Or that 
they have any ſpecial skill of judging inthis caſe, 
above other learned and Godly men in the Church; 
and if not, then it may be believed that they will 
ſay, be it far from us to determine in ſuch caſes, for 
others, or to deſire our determinations ſhould be 
impoſed upon others ; And then we are confident 
the Magiſtrate will be farther from Challenging any 
right to determitte of thoſe things, nor will he un- 
dertake to impoſe by Law upon the Churches: * 
but it hath been common amongſt Church men to 
deal.ſubtilly in theſe things, firſt themſelves deter- 
mine and ſet down Rules in theſe caſes, and tender 
them to the Magiſtrate to confirm by Laws,as thoſe 
things which are neceſſary to the ends aforeſaid; 


And then when they are eſtabliſhed by Law ; ny 
they 
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they themſelves cannot juſtifie many or any of them 
neceſſary, 'or any way anſwering the ends propoſed; iey 
preſently lay the charge upon the Magiſtrates, and ſay, its 
commanded and we mult obey, being by virtue of his Law 
bound in Conſcience ſo to do, Certainly, let us not deceive 
our ſelves, God is not mocked, Chriſt hath pronounced a 
wo againſt them by whom offences come. The excuſe of. 
the Magiſtrates commanding it, will not ſerve their turn 


when our Lord comes to judge in Righteouſneſs. 


Yet there are ſome who are highly offended againſt ſuch 
who walk after the Rules herein before ſet gown, as near. 
as they can, and fear to erre from it, as that way of wor- 
ſhip and managing of Church affairs, which they judgeac- 
cording to Gods word to be Chriſt's mind they ſhould walk 
by; and as that in which the Churches, in the Primitive 
and beſt ages walked ; and which alſo hath been by many 
learned and Godly men in all ages ſince, held to be thetrue. 
ways, And theſe offended ones generally conclude againſt 
fuch, that they are Separatiſts from the Church, Schiſma- 
ticks, FaCtious, &c. for ſo doing (the old Callumnies caſt 
upon the Apoſtles and other Saints in former ages, and by 
Papiſts upon Proteſtants in latter ages) and their way called 
Hereſie and evil ſpoken of, as A. 24-c.25.c:28. Though 
in Truth theſe offended ones underſtand not, in this caſe, - 
what they ſay, or whereof they affirm : either.it is pure ig- 
norance in ſuch, not underſtanding what a Church is, from _ 
which properly a Separation may be ſaid to be made, or in. 
which a man may be ſaid to be guilty of making a Schiſme; 
or what Act it isthat may properly be called a ſeparation 
from, or conſtitute a mana Schiſmatick in ſuch a Churchzor- . 
elſe ignorance, that is wilful, ariſing from intereſt that blinds. 
them: Theſe do juſt (as the Presbyteriari Miniſters, once 
ſaid in SmelZ;p.58:59. take it in their own words, Theſe. 
do (as the Papifts) daz/e the Eyes and aſtoniſh the ſenſes 
of poor People with the. Glorigus name of the Church, &c. 
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Thigis the Gorgonsz-Head (as Doftor White ſaid) which in: 
ed them: they call, ſay they for obedience to the 
Church, &c. nomention of God and Scripture, If we( ſay 


_ theſe Divines there) queſtion what is meant by the Church 


of England, they ſtorm, ay he that holdeth by an unjuſt 
Tytle: will not ſuffer the Tytle to be queſtioned ; they ( fay 
theſe men) ſometimes make the Convocation the Church, 
cxcluding both Presbiters and people, as not worthy to be 
reckoned of the Charch; ſometimes the bounds ofthe King- 
dome is the Church, If ſo,ſay they, why not England,Scorl- 
and, and Jrelagd one Church, being under one Monarch. 
Thus they contend and know not upon what foundation; 

ut, having heard of the name of the Church,and found Or- 
dinances and. Formes of worſhip amongſt them,and Diſci- 
pline uſed according to humane Laws and Conſtitutions: 
here they go and never ſo much as at rp , Or put it to the 
p_—_ whether they are agreeable to Scripture , or 

ules preſcribed by God; And then they take it for granted 
preſently; that ſuch, who do not in theſe matters as they do, 
are Separatilts and Schiſmaticks,and deſerve puniſhment (as 
raſhly as the two Diſciples did in anothet caſe Lake 9. who 
would have fire from CES upon the Samaritanes : but 


| . they knew not whatSpirit they were of asChriſt told them ; 


they never conſidered upon what ground they deſired ſuch 
a thing, whether it were Chriit mind or not, that it ſhould 
be ſo. And as Augsſtine,quoted by Mr. Stillino fleet in his 
aforeſaid Book, p. 61. 62. complained of men in his dayes 


t about Ceremonies, who contended *highly, yet had no 


ound for it but this, (as his words are) becauſe it had 
en the cuſtom of thetr-Conntry, or becanſe they have found 
thee in another Church, &c. they think that nothing is right. 


' and Lawful, but what they do themſelves. And as Biſhop 


8 


. 


Fewel in his Reply/betore cited, ſaid of many Hereticks, That 
they had nothing to plead, but that they were born, lived 
ja, and received of their Fatherg "what they did praCtiſe 


pon 


8 Head; and from thence animated. by one Spirit ; and ſuch 


, openly deny himin their works,do {till abide. in the viſible 


ſuch who continue to walk. in, and with any viſible. 
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upon ſome ſuch poor grounds as theſe doth the ignorance of 
men work, thus. to abuſe their brethren. And that it may 
ſo appear. Let ſuch perſons be perſwadedto weigh the 
premiſes well in the fear of God, and take theſe concluſions 
with him. Firſt, that ſuch who continue in the Faith of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt(and thus hold Union with the Head of the 
Church according to Fohz 15. 4, 5.)continue in and do not 
ſeparate from the Catholick Church the body of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the firſt Church.in FAR cribed ; for 
there is no other Union between the members of this Church 
(as ſuch) but this, their being by. one Faith united toone 


who ſo continue, cannot be called Schiſmaticks in this 
Church. To this Doctor Carlcror agrees in his aforeſaid 
Book p. 6,7,3.9,10.&c. 2dly. That ſuch who continue to' 
make a profeſſion of the Faith of our Lord Jeſys, and do fiot 


body of Jeſus Chrilt, The Church 2dly above deſcrihed;and 
cannot be ſaid to ſeparate from this Charch, or be guilty of 
Schiſme here;for this profeſſion. is the only thing wherein the 
unity of the whole viſible Church lyeth.. And thus Mr. Sre/- 
ling fleet in his Boaſgicalled a Rational Account NC. p. 331. 
ſaith, That there 1s no ſeparation from the whole Church, but 
in ſuch things wherein the unity of ;he whole lyeth : For ſeps 

ration, ſaith he, 4 violation of {ome Kn100.: «oy. Tha 
ny, Congregation or particular Church onearth,h: is fo | 


# * 


as the Scripture directs, and inſubjection to,Chriits.Lawes: 
given to be executed therein, asſuch a:Church,the. Churgly 
zdly above deſcaibed ; he cannotbe ſaid tg ſcparate,fro mM,or 
be guilty of ſchiſme inthis Church. | "3-0 

Now then if theſe offended ones ill juſtifie their charge 
againſt ſuch who do nat in Church affaires,as they do; I 1s. 
neceſlary they. prove ſuch whom they thus accuſe, guily gs 


£ 


= 


(88) 
ther of infidelity abfolute, or of their denying their profef- 
fion of Jeſus Chriſt, or of withdrawing from the Congrega- 
tion or Society to which they were regularly joyned, with- 
out juſt cauſe,& refuſing to walk in fuch aChurch of Chriſt in 
-- theorderly participation of ordinances and to ſubmit tothe 
laws of Chriſt exerciſed therein. Or they muſt find a fourth 
Church deſcribed in Scripture, or inthe Apoſtles dayes; and 
ſhew ſuch a one now,from which a man may be ſaid in a pro- 
per ſence to ſeparate; & alſo prove whatact it is,that makes 
a ſeparationfrom that Church ; And that theſe perſons are 
ouilty of ſeparation thence by ſuch an Act, -or elſe they can- 
not rationally conclude any of theſe to be ſeparatitts, or 
ſciſmaticks,in any ſenceat all: If they can do neither of theſe, 
they will ſee cauſe tobe angry no longer. 
- ,But it is poſſible they may alledge againſt ſome of thefe, 
that they haye ſeparated from the particular Congregations 
whereto ſometimes they were joyned; therefore are rhey* 
ſeperatiſts: For Anſw. firft, Thenit muſt be proved, that 
they were regularly joyned tothat Congregation ; that is, 
by a voluntary ACt of theirs in underſtanding which is prov- 
ed by ſome expreſle deſire, in him that joynes; and an aQu- 
all admiſſion by the Society to which l@ is joyned : For a 
man may ignorantly fit down at a Sacrament in theſe Chur- 
ches, where no order is obſerved, to prevent that confuſion, 
as in Moſt Pariſh.Churches ; yet this makes not a regular 
Joyning, nor him a fixed member of that Church or Society; 
a heathen mzy do this; beſides, this is not conſilting with the 
nature of a regular Society of rationall men, much leſs'of 
Chriſtians, where mult be a conſideration or compact be- 
* tween all the parties obliged; yea further,iſa man be made of 
fuch a piriſh by the law of the land, and bound by the Law, 
Joyy witi the ſame Pariſh-as a Church, and be one of the 
| Members thereof; This-cannot be a regular joyning him to 
| this Church neither, without hjs own voluntary Act : For by 
he Law of Nature, and the law gf God, men are left free 80 
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vyn themſelves to what Congregation or 
Society they pleaſed; And it is againſt both Amos 3. 3 How 
theſe, y-a againſt the very nature and well lap cl ecowywh 
being of ſuch Societies,to force men to be of ji azree _ Y 
this or that Society again{t their own minds, ® 
and without the free conſent of the Society it ſelf : yet this 
was the caſe of molt (we preſume) who withdrew from pa- 
rſh Churches and Societies;ceither they did never by any act 
defire a regular admittance, or did the Society ever in truth 
makeany actuall admiſſion; only ſate down at a Sacrament, 
or they were made of the Society by a'Law, neither of 
which can be made out to be ſuch a regular joyning to that 
Society, as to d- nominate any ſuch perſon to be a Schiſma- 
tick or Seperati(t for leaving them and joyning himſelf to a- 
ny other. Beſides ſhould we grant. that they were regu- 
larly joyned, and ſo aCtuall members of this or that Church, 
yet if they remove to another Church ( if the Church, of 
England be but true to their own Principles, andown their 
common practices, as regular) the guilt of "INF 
ſeparation cannot lye in this neither : for $** M#- vines 
: upon the Sacra- 
they allow a man to leave one pariſh and go ,,.,, >. 266. be 
to another, for conveniency of Habitation, ſairh,as we may 
Ayre, Trade, &c, Bodily advantages, and remove for health 
then joyn with the other Pariſh Church,as a fa ſo for more 
| ruttful Ordinan- 
member there, and leave the firſt : yea and 7, 
that without acquainting the firſt Church, | 
(whereof he was a Member) with his intentions, and for 
this he ſhall be no Separariit :ſo that from this it's clear,that 
ſeparation 1yes not barely in this ; that men leave one Con-_ 
pregation or Society and joyn themſelves to another. And . 
wee think it may eafily be granted, that if outward concetrn- 
ments be enough to acquit a man from the guilt of ſeparati- 
on on ſuch an account, and warrant his remove from one 
Ch:rch to another ; much more may Soul concernment, ju- 
ſtifie a leaving of one Church and adjayning to Mother, Tye 
4 TOE. urtner 
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further we hope none will deny, but that there may be jult 
cauſe for withdrawing from ſome Societies; and whethe! 

this might not fall in for a ſufficient plea for many to cle 
themſelves by, from any crime upon the account of with- 
drawing from the Society where once they were, and joyn- 
ing to another : Mr. Stz/ling fleet in his ſaid [renicum,p, 117, 
118, 120. agrees thus much ; That where any Churches re- 
taining purity of doltrine, do require the owning of, and con- 
forming to,! any unlawful or ſuſpetted prattice, men may law- 
'— Fullydeny conformity to and communiqn with 
m_ of S chiſme "hat Church in ſuch things, without incur- 
443 ring the guilt of Sciſme, and gives this rea- 


ſon for it ; _ 1f our ſeparation from the Church of Rome, wa 
therefore Tawfull becauſe ſhe required unlawfull things, 4 
Conditions of her Communion. Then wherever ſuch thing 
are required by any Church, Non-communion with tha 
Church in thoſe things will be lawfull too; And where faith 


he, Non-communion # lawfull, there can be no Schiſme init 
If that juſtified our withdrawing from the 


17a vs 17. Church of Rome,wil! it not (faith heYjuft- 
P. 666. 6679, — fie mens Non-conformity in things ſuppoſes 


by them to be unlawfull, And again, ow 
beſt Writers againſt the Papiſts lay the imputation of Schiſme 
wot upon theſe who withdraw Communion, but upon thoſe who 
require ſuch things, whereby they did rather ejet} men out of 
. their Communion, than the others ſeparate from them : And 
he quotes Mr. Hales of Schiſme, to prove full y, The ref 
fal of Communion (in caſe*any unneceſſary things, ſuſpeQt 
ed by ſome, and held unlawtfull by others, be made Con 
ditions of Communion ) to be Lawfull, and ws & 
Now it may be this might be the caſe of every one att 
withdrawn Communion from pariſhes;that many things-atc 
required there, whithout a Conformity to which,no commit 
nion can be had with them ; That theſe required things ; 
(inthe judgment of thoſe who thus withdraw) unneceſl 
U 
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jultY velefs;untawfull or ſuſpected at leaft : And then this will, 
ancry upon the ſame grounds, acquit every ſuch one ( who have 


withdrawn from the Charge of Sciſme. And though Mr.S::/- 
bng fleet ſeems a little(mthe 1 17.p.ofthe ſaid Book)to mince * 


tintheſe words. / ſay nor rhat men may proceed.to eretting of 


| new Churches. Yet he in his Pook called a Rational Account 


&.p 332.ſeems to own ſucha thing,when he pleads againtr 
Rowe and juſtifies Proteſtants ſeparations Theſe” are his 
words ; Suppoſe all the particular men'{ cofruerſe with were 
Leprous, my aſſociating wy ſelf with therm,doth nor amply any 
ſeparation from the Communion of all mankind, but that 1 am 
lh to be infetted as they are; Therefore I withdraw till 1 54an 
meet with healthfu'l perſons,withwhom I can aſſociate again; 
And if ſeveral other perſorns(faith he)be of the ſame minawith 
me,and we therefore joyn tocether, do we therefore divide our 


ſelves from the whole world ? Thus he in this placgelearly in- 


q timated a withdrawing from one<ociety upon good grounds; 


and then for as many as be ſo withdrawn, and of the ſame 
mind, to joyn themſelves together and aſſociate by agrec- - 
ment,and thatis no ſeparation. And no doubt, but that there 
is matter enough to be found, ſufficiently ro warrant ſuch 
perſons 1n this alſo as well as in withdrawing Communion. 
But if yet they ſhall ſay the Church of Eaglaznd is that 
from which theſe ſeparate. How, pray? 1f the'Church 
of England be granted to be a Church incither, orboth of 
the two firſt Deſcriptions herein. before given (though;”"'in 
Truth ſheHe but a lirrle part of both ) yet there is ns other . 
Union with her as one Church, nor can there be ; 'but the 
Union/in Fa-th under one Head, Jeſus Chriſt, and partici- 
pation of the ſame Spirit, and the profeſſion of this Faith : 
So-that none carr be ſaid to ſeparate from: her as a Church, 


J or beguilty of Schiſm, 'or breach of Union here, but ſack 


who renounce the Faith and their Union with Chriſt the 
Head in Word or Deed; and forſake their profeſſion of ir; 
And this Church of E»g/47d cannot be pretended to be a 


particulay - 
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particular Church under the third Deſcription; for they ne-{v« 
ver yet aſſociated as ſuch ; nor is it poſſible for them as'a cv 
Churchto meer in one intire body in one placeto partake of [Ma 
* theſame Ordinances, or do any other Act, as a Church or [Ih 
Society, but always met in their ſeveral Bodies or Church- I8'© 


es, for performing of all Acts of a Church as ſuch. ' Inlike 
manner alſo,” do theſe who are fo blamed. Therefore in 
this ſence neither,canthey be (by any Rule of Reaſon) ſaid 
to be guilty of Schiſm. ; | 

If theſe Offended ones ſhall yet ſay thus. That ſuch 
Men refuſe to joyn with our-Congregations and Miniſters in 
our way : For Anſwer to this ( beſides what hathbeen ſaid 
before to juſtifie their continuing by themſelves; ) Firſt, it's 
thought in Charity to be preſumed, That theſe Men are 
convinced of the Truth of the premiſes; That in truth, all 
things about Church-Aﬀairs were managed in and by parti- 
cular Churches, Congregations, or Socicties by Divine 


Authority, and ſo Ordered as before : Their Miniſters cho- * 


ſen, the Matter of their Worſhip without any addition, al- 
teration, or diminiſhing according to Divine Rules; Scan- 
dalous Perſons caſt out, cc. That theſe cannot judge: it 
Lawful for them todo any thing in theſe matters, contrary, 
or not according to this Rule ; but think, if they ſhould, 
> (news fin againſt God. ' And then this muſt needs be a 
ſufficient plea for theſe, in this caſe; eſpecially ſince other 
things (to them doubtful, unneceſſary, and finful ) are 
ma 


e neceflary Conditions of Communion with thoſe Con- . 


gregations : So that none can communicate with them, brt 
of neceſſity he muſt ſubmit to, own, and joyn with theie 
things, and neglectthe other way. Secondly, Is any man 
bound to joyn with, or partake in every Cofigregationin 
England, or in more than one ?.,or mult he be guilty of the 
breachof Union? Surely no; may not a Man abide in his 
. own Pariſh all his Life, and refuſe to have any Miniſter but 
his own, or Communicate with any Congregation. _— 
| Wnered 
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zhereof he isa Member ? Yer he ſhall not'for this be ac-. 
counted a Schiſmatick, or Separatilt : It is preſumed, no 
fIMan will ſay, he ſhall, Wherein then lyes the difference ? 
e ITheſe men thus accuſed do joyn themſelves to ſome one Con- 
gregation or Church of God, according to the Rules, as was 
nthe beginning, and there they abide inthe Orderly parti- 
1 Jcipation of Ordinances and Subjection to Chriſts Laws there- 
in executed, and diſagree in nothing of the true Faith from 
other Churches. So that it follows, That barely upon this 
pretence neither, can they faſten the Crime of Separation 
upon thoſe, who do not joyn with their Congregations and 
Miniſters. May not members of Pariſh-Churches be as 
properly ſaid to be Separatiſts for refuſing to joyn themſelves 
to thoſe Congregations, Societies, or Churches and Mini- 
ſters jgtheir Worſhipping, of God, as theſe for not joynin 
witf'tnem? Norgan it be ſaid, That theſe diſ-agree 5 
the Church of Enzland in any thing wherein the whole 
| Church of God is agreed, or the whole Church of Eng- 
land; but only in ſome things wherein the Church of G 
yea, in England, diſ-agree amongſt themſelves; as Mr. 
Stulling fleet, in his ſaid Book, called, A Rational Account, 
P. 357» 358. affirms againſt the Papiſts, in theſe words: 
We, ſaith he, have not ſeparated from the whole Chriſtian 
World, in any thing wherein the whole Chriſtian World i a- 
greed: But to diſ-agree from the particular Churches of the 
Chriſtian World in thoſe things wherein thoſe Churches 7 cj 
' amongſt themſelves, 1s not to ſeparate from the Chriſtian 
' Forld, but to diſ-aoree in ſome things from theſe particular 
Churches, The caſe is here the ſame : Theſe do not ſepas 
rate from the whole Church of England, but only diſ-agree 
in thoſe things wherein the particular Churches differ 
amongſt themſelves. And they walk with ſuch who can and 
will agree withthem in theſe things, If they ſay the Pariſh- 
Churches are moſt Lawful and right, and ſo their Miniſters, 
Miniſtration, and Order, Let this be firſt decided Ts Eo 
ord, 
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: Word, and their Lawfulneſs better proved, thantheChur! 
ches Miniſtry and Order, and Management of Church- 
Afﬀairs, amongſt theſe ; and before ſet forth as-the Primi- 


tive Practice ; and then they ſay ſdmething. P | 


>. 


But if they juſtifie all by the Law of the Land'only, it 
may ſoon be anſwered by this, That it was not ſo from the 


beginning. That the other way is proved by the Law of- 


God, and Practice of the Primitive Churches, and appro- 
bation of Learned and good Men inall Ages; yea, and of 
Men of contrary Practices themſelves : Therefore ſurely 
the beſt plea againſt this. For if Magiſtrates or Governors 
appoint any thing in theſe matters not agreeable to theſe 
Rules, ſo that Men cannot be ſatished in their ownminds, 
but doubt it's Lawfulneſs; ſuch doubting ones may not be 
in the practice of it, (till they be ſatisfied of it's Lawfulneſs) 
without ſin : Nor will it be a ſufficieut Excuſe in the great 
Day of the Lord, if they thus fin, To ſay, that the Mapi- 
ſtrate commanded me to do it, ea 

If they ſhall yet further alledge, That theſe Perſons a- 
oreenotto, Walk not in thoſe Practices and Rules inthe 
Church of England, which are preſcribed by the ſame 
Church, and to which the generality of the ſame Church 
agree, and ſubmit; and therefore they may be ſaid co be 
Separatiſts and Schiſmaticks. 

Though a full Anſwer to this may be gathered from the 
Anſwer to the laſt Objetion , And what hath been ſaid in 
this before to acquit them from this Charge upon ſuch” an 
Account. * That is, that the Church of England (as ſuch) 
& preſcribed any fuch Rules, becauſe they never met 
the whole, or in their Repreſentative, to conſult about, 


pr agree upon any ſuch Rules, for the whole. Norcan any | 


who have made fuch Rules,vpretend themſelves upon any 
Divine, or Ration! grounds to be the Church of _— 
and intruſted from above with any ſach Power to make ſuch 


| Rules for the Churches Practice ; nor are Men bound = 
t: - $ 


a Xwa_—_” SR. ew A V wel 


* LS. —_— 
uſe any hingin Gods Worſhip, or about 'it,. not commari + 
cd by God himfelf, ſo long as they RC ( 
themſelves, or as they are circumſtanciated, to beunlaw- - : 


ful; of which, every Manmuſt bgghis own Jv he hs 7 
conn id, ashe.. | 


| 


— 


own Practice, becauſe it doth ſo highly 
would pleaſe God. 

Yet we ſhall add this further by way of Anſwer. Firſt, 
Itisno true Rule ; therefore to Practiſe thoſe things which 
the generality of a Nation do, barely becauſe they do ſo: 
For, we think, few will deny, that the moſt go the broad 
way, the wrongs way, love not, follow not Ghriſts Laws 

| and Rules, Secondly, That the'generality of the Church 
| of England; intruth do not agree to thoſe Rules and Pra- 
| Rticesin the Church; but would rather be glad that they 
were altered and Reformed, if the Magiſtrate would pleaſe 
to permit it ; which we will make out thns: Firſt, it may 
be taken for granted, we judge, That the greater'number 
of People are not ſo ſtudious, as to inform themſelves of © - : 
the true wa of Ordering of Church-Afﬀairs and making of 
Miniſters; but take all upon truſt, in theſe matters with the 
greateſt implicit faith that can- be; what ever their Gover- - 
| nors do in thefe Caſes, they ſubſcribe to and practiſe; do 
herein as others do, or as they are enjoyned to 'do, or as 
their Worldly Intereſt leads them. That there are others, 
who come not near any Churches or Worſhip at all, who” - : 
. care for none of theſe things, are praQtical Atheiſts, and'of , 
theſe mot a few. Some again, and that a conſiderable Num _-? 
| ber too, whoare profeſſ:dly againſt all our ways; as Pa- 
piſts, and others, who pretend to be above all — 2 
and External Rules in theſe. Matters. So, that when all - > 
' theſcare ſet ___ ( as being not fit; to give Sentence ww | 
| matter, nor their practice of any confideration'in this caſe.) _ * 
The'number of Knowing, Serious, Conſciencions, and Ju- - 7 
dicious Chriſtians ( whoſe Sentence only is worthy regard - 
in this buſineſs ) in the Church of England, will ys A 
eW. 


_ 


» but a Lawful Society,\ - 


- as many (though they Actually ſubmit to them) have open, 


them, and practiſing after another Rule in theſethings, If 
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few. Secondly, :Of theſe few, the Major part conſent not 
in heartatleaſt, it is not their Judgment, that thoſe preſcri® 
bed Rules in the Church of Englana, are ſo Decent, Law-? 
ful, Uſeful to Edification, or tendto Peace, -as is pretended, ; 


ly declared: And there are (no doubt) many more, 
(might they ſpeak freely, . and not be Offenders) would te-} 
ſtifie this. © A conſiderable number alſo of theſe demonſtrate * 
their diffent by their Sufferings for their Non-eonformity to. 


then the Mayor part of the Knowing, Sober, Judicious,and | 
Conſciencious Chriſtians in Erngland diſſent, How can 
they fay' The Church of Eng/and preſcribes, or Com- 
mands this or that? Or have agreed on, or determined of 
this or that? Or that the generality of the Church agree to 
this, &r that; ( for an Agreement mult be a judicious Act of 
the mind) to ſay, That the Rabble of Ignorant, 'Careleſs, 


, and notoriouſly ſeandalous Perſons agree to it, love it, em- 


brace it, and contend highly for it ; will help tle to com- 
mend the Judginent of the, Church, or make her Laws va- 
lid. And if thisbe ſo, Then, Thirdly, In what ſence, or- 
by what Rule of Reaſon can one part of the Chriſtians in 
England rather be called Schiſmaticks, and Separatiſts for 
not agreeing with the other .in theſe things, than the other 


4 part for not agreeing with the firſt ( except, at leaſt it beig j 


things apparently and undoubtedly Lawful, and tending to- 
Edifcation, and fo accounted by al, that Offence ik - 
given.) It can beno way reſolved, but thus; That"thoſe 
$" are uppermoſt in outward Power, whether one panty 
r other, will have it ſo. 4M 
| We ſhall therefore end with the words of Tertul. gin his 
Apol. Chap. 39. p. 142, 143. Engliſh Tranſlatians We 
Offend no body, we Inwure no body : When any Vertuoug or 
Godly People are afſeciated, when any Pious or C haſt Perſons 
Aſſemble together , their Vnion ſhould not be called a Fathion, 
FINIS. 
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